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side Kyiv on May 25 


Vadia Savchenko talks to the media at Boryspil International airport out- 
after being released from imprisonment in Russia. 


Savchenko returns 
to Ukraine 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Ukrain- 
ian pilot Nadia Savchenko has 
been freed after nearly two years in 
Russian captivity. 

Savchenko, defiance in 
Russian detention made her a na- 
tional hero, arrived in Kyiv on May 
25 aboard Ukrainian President Pet- 
ro Poroshenko’s plane. 

She was reportedly exchanged 


whose 


for two Russians convicted of 
fighting alongside pro-Moscow 


separatists in eastern Ukraine, in a 
swap whose details were shrouded 
in secrecy and confusion. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin portrayed her release as a 
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humanitarian gesture just a few 
weeks before the European Union 
decides whether to extend sanc- 
tions against Russia imposed over 
Moscow’s actions in Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine , 
Savchenko’s custody and trial 
have been condemned by Kyiv and 


Western governments critical of 


Russia’s role in the two-year-old 
conflict in eastern Ukraine, where 
Russia occupied and seized Crimea 


and Moscow has been accused of 


supplying troops, heavy weapons, 
and other support in fighting that 
has killed more than 9,300 people. 

“I’m once again ready to offer my 
life for Ukraine on the battlefield,” 
the 35-year-old Savchenko told a 
crowd that included her mother and 
sister as well as journalists gathered 
for her arrival at Kyiv’s Boryspil 
International Airport. 

At a later ceremony to honor 
Savchenko, Poroshenko said 
Ukraine would regain control of 
territory in eastern Ukraine that is 
controlled by Russia-backed sep- 
aratists along with the Russia-oc- 
cupied Crimea “just as we have got 
back Savchenko.” 

Savchenko she ab- 
ducted by Russia-backed separa- 
tists in eastern Ukraine in June 
2014 and smuggled across the bor- 
der into Russia. 

She was sentenced by a Russian 
court in March to 22 years in prison 
for her alleged role in the deaths of 
two Russian journalists in the con- 
flict zone. 

Savchenko has denied any in- 
volvement in their deaths. 

The Kremlin said on May 25 that 
Savchenko had been pardoned be- 
fore confirming that the two Rus- 
sians held by Kyiv — Aleksandr 
Aleksandrov and Yevgeny Yero- 
feyev — had arrived її 
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Moscow. 


in televised remarks 
on May 25 that he had decided to 
release Savchenko after the те! 
tives of the killed journalists 


tioned him to show her merc 
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Mustafa Dzhemiley speaking at the rally on Parliament Hill, May 17. 


Crimea should be included in Minsk 


Agreement, Tatar leader says 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Minsk Agreement should 
include Crimea and not be con- 
sidered fully implemented until the 
total territorial integrity of Ukraine 
is realized says a leader of the pen- 
insula’s indigenous people. 

This should also form the basis 
of a new platform Canada should 
establish in its dialogue with Rus- 
Sia, Says Mustafa Dzhemiley former 
Chairman of the Mejlis (Council) of 
the Crimean Tatar People, Member 
of the Parliament of Ukraine, and 
Commissioner of the President of 
Ukraine for Crimean Tatar A ffairs. 

Dzhemiley spoke with Ukrain- 
ian News in Ottawa, May 18, right 
after meeting with International 
Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland. 

He Said he raised this idea of a 


new platform for dialogue with Free- 
land who was very receptive to the 
idea and promised to discuss it with 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 

Dzhemiley also said that the sig- 
natories of the Budapest Memo- 
randum should also sit down with 
Russia to dialogue on Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity. 

The 1994 Budapest Memoran- 
dum by which Ukraine surrendered 
its nuclear weapons to Russia was 
signed by the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Russia and 
gave assurances of Ukrainian ter- 
ritorial integrity on paper, but no 
obligations to come to Ukraine’s 
aid should its territorial integrity be 
violated. 

Dzhemilev said the way to get 
Russia to the negotiating table is 


з чаю 
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by imposing stricter sanctions in- 
cluding sanctions on the oil and gas 
sectors and removing Russia from 
the SWIFT banking system. 

He said the Tatars have an ex- 
tensive list of individuals who are 
involved in the repression of the 
Tatar people and is willing to pro- 
vide this list to the Government of 
Canada. 

The Minsk Agreement refers to 
a package of measures agreed to 
at a summit in Minsk, the capital 
of Belarus on February 11, 2015, 
by the leaders of Ukraine, Russia, 
France, and Germany intended to 
alleviate the ongoing war in the 
Donbas. 

Russia has consistently violated 
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photo of the human “Tamga’” at the rally. 
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Український мініст 


Як впливати? Як підтримувати? 


Олена Гарпула 

Травень 2016 був багатим на 
події в українській освіті Аль- 
берти. Ключовими були дві: 

- Вчителі української мови, 
котрі 


програмі, суботніх шко- 
лах, університеті, Ha курсах 
українознавства, тобто звідусіль 
Альберти, з'їхалися нанайбільше 
освітянське зібрання, котре 
відбувається раз на два роки - 


працюють у двомовній 


Міністр Епен та міністр Гриневич після зустрічі у Легіслатурі. 
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освіти відвідала Канаду 


Зліва направо: Оксана Левицька, член оргкомітету коференції (Торонто), Оленка Білаш, доповідач на 


конференції (Едмонтон), Оксана Винницька, 


доповідач на конференції (Львів), Людмила Давидович, 


Генеральний консул України в Торонто, Лілія Гриневич, доповідач на конференції (Київ), Татяна ( унак, 
член оргкомітету конференції (Торонто), Влодко Бойчук, член оргкомітету конференції (Едмонтон) 


Ш Всеканадську конференцію 
вчителів | української. | Вона 
відбулася 13-15 травня в Торонті. 
До речі, попередня конференція 
успішно відбулася в Едмонтоні і 
мала дуже схвальні відгуки. 

- Українська освітянська грома- 
да Канади мала нагоду познайо- 
митися із міністром освіти і науки 
України, Лілією Гриневич. 

Так сталося, на велике щастя, 
що пані Лілію Гриневич запро- 
сили взяти участь у конференції 
ї бути там основним промов- 
цем. У той час, коли її запро- 
шували, вона була депутатом 
Верховної Ради України та Голо- 
вою комітету ВР з питань освіти 
ї науки. В добрий час все стало- 
ся, як сталося, і на конференцію 
в Торонті пані Лілія Гриневич 
прибула, щойно після її обрання 
міністром освіти України. 

Освіта для пані Гриневич - річ 
знайома, оскільки вона  похо- 
дить із родини вчителів. Її ба- 
буся 1 дідусь, мама і тато були 
вчителями. Пані Гриневич про- 
довжила родинну традицію i 
після закінчення | Львівського 
державного університету, працю- 
вала вчителем біології. Згодом 
вона була заступником директора 
та директором школи у Львові, 
керівником управління освіти 
м. Києва. Пані Гриневич усе 
своє педагогічне життя шукала 
шляхи розвитку та покращення 
освіти в Україні. Вона проводила 
дослідження у галузі освіти і за- 
хистила дисертацію з освітньої 
політики після стажування в 
університетах Колумбії (США) та 
Варшави (Польщі). Пані Грине- 
вич вивчала економіку та менед- 
жмент, і здобула ступінь магістра 
економіки. Великою її заслугою 
було запровадження зовнішнього 
незалежного оцінювання, що дало 
рівні випускникам 
школи навчатися в університетах 
України. Це був її проект - 


рення Центру оцінюва 


ка Бойчука, голови шкільної 
ради КУК та Павла Грода, Го- 
лови національного Конгресу 
українців Канади, а також роз- 
мовляти із | представниками 
української громади Канади, 
котрі брали участь у конференції. 
З 15 до 17 травня Едмонтон 
мав честь приймати у себе пані 
міністр. Метою візиту в Аль- 
берту був обмін досвідом із за- 
провадження змін в освіті та 
створення програм навчання в 
школах, які опираються на роз- 
виток компетенцій, які потрібні, 
щоб бути успішними у майбут- 
ньому. За останніми результа- 
тами порівняльних досліджень 
РІ5А, освіта Альберти є лідером 
у навчанні учнів приймати 
рішення. Для міністра освіти 
Лілії Гриневич було важливо 
ознайомитися із цим досвідом, 
адже освіта України стоїть 
на порозі великих реформ i, 
сподіваємося, незворотніх змін 
на покращення якості освіти. 
Пані Гриневич відвідала школу 
А. Л. Гортон у Вегревілі, де по- 
знайомилася із учнями української 
двомовної програми. Вона взяла 
участь у круглому столі в като- 
лицьких школах Едмонтона, де, 
зокрема, Борис Радьо, заступ- 


ник су перінтенданта, представив 


ху 


основні напрями адміністрування 
освіти. Окрім того, пані міністр 
мала можливість познайомитися із 
керівниками відділів Міністерства 
освіти Альберти, котрі предста- 
вили свою сферу роботи і внесок 
у реформу програм навчання в 
Альберті. 

Дуже важливою була участь 
Лілії Гриневич | у | панельній 
дискусії з українською громадою, 
котру організувала | Альбертсь- 
ка філія Конгресу українців в 
Канаді. Особлива подяка Олесі 
Луців-Андрійович та Дарії Луців, 
котрі 16 травня змогли згурту- 
вати українських лідерів освіти, 
щоб обговорити | на скільки 
українська громада має вплив на 
освіту в Альберті та як підтримує 
українські програми навчання, 

Фінальним акордом візиту, 
була зустріч міністра освіти Аль- 
берти та міністра освіти України 
17 травня, на якій було обгово- 
рено можливості співпраці Аль- 
берти та України в галузі освіти 
такою мірою, щоб це приносило 
користь обом регіонам. 

Візит пані міністр відбувся завдя- 
ки фінансовій підтримці AFUES, та 
добрій волі канадсько-української 
громади, котра продемонструва- 
ла свою готовність підтримувати 
Україну, зокрема в освіті. 


конференції 
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CUPP marks 25th anniversary| Former U.S. diplomat 


By Chelsea Nash, The Hill Times 

In 1991, three young interns ar- 
rived in Ottawa from Ukraine to 
gain experience working for a 
Canadian Member of Parliament. 
They kicked off a 25-year relation- 
ship between Canada and Ukraine 
through what would develop into 
the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Program. More than 800 interns 
have since participated in the pro- 
gram, which brings a new crop of 
young people to Canada every year 
to Jearn about parliamentary pro- 
cedure and democratic institutions 
from the inside. 

For Svitlana Kisilova, Oleh 
Shemetoy, and Halyna Kaplan, 
three interns currently in Ottawa, 
all in their early 20s, the program 15 
about learning what they can from 
what they call a prosperous dem- 
ocracy, and then taking that know- 
ledge back to Ukraine, where they 
suggest it is desperately needed. 

Shemetoy said the internship 
program, for which interns are 
chosen through a competitive se- 
lection process, can continue to 
benefit participants long after they 
return to Ukraine. They are given 
the opportunity to write for the 
monthly newsletter and participate 
in the community of CUPP alumni, 
of which there are several high- 
profile members. Former Ukrainian 
minister of infrastructure Andriy 
Pyvovarsky and his deputy-turned- 
successor, Volodymyr Omelyan, 
both completed the program in 
1999, 

“We're here as interns, but when 
our internship ends and we go back 
to Ukraine, the program doesn’t 
end for us,” said Shemetov. 

Their internships run for two 
months in Ottawa. This year’s crop 
of interns is halfway through their 
time here. Once finished, the group 
is set to travel to Toronto to hold 
a mock Ukraine parliament to dis- 
cuss bilingualism, While Ukrainian 
is Ukraine’s official language, Rus- 
sian is spoken throughout the coun- 
try as well. 

The interns said there’s а lot 
Ukraine could learn from Canada. 
Primarily, they said they appreci- 
ated how Canada’s politics seems 
to be based in ideology and values. 
That’s lacking in Ukrainian pol- 
itics, they said, where corrupt pol- 
iticians care about politics first, and 
people second. 

“We have a lot of young people 
who are willing to change the 
country, that’s the key point,” said 
Kisilova, who is an intern in the of- 
fice of Conservative MP Ben Lobb 
(Huron-Bruce, Ont.). 

“We are raising the country after 
our post-Soviet heritage, and now 
young generations can change it. 

So such programs as CUPP [are] 
giving us first-hand experience in 
how to do those things. It’s import- 
ant to develop such programs and 
support them, because only young 
people without this Soviet mindset 
can change something,” she said. 

Kisilova and Shemetov talked 
about how in Ukraine, about 70 
years of Soviet rule had greatly 
affected the political landscape. 
‘Though it became independent in 

1991, Ukraine has had a lot of re- 
building to do “from scratch.” said 
Kisilova. 

Canada and Ukraine have a 
close historical bond, with 1.2 mil- 
lion Canadians claiming Ukrain- 
ian heritage. In the tug of war for 
Ukraine in recent years between 
the West and Russia, former prime 
minister Stephen Harper supported 
the new government of Petro Poro- 
shenko in keeping Ukraine in the 
Wester sphere of influence. He 
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Conservative MP Ben Lobb with his Ukrainian intern, Svitlana Kisilova. 
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The Hill Times photograph by Chelsea Nash 


pledged training to the Ukrainian 
army fighting separatist rebels in 
the country’s Russian-influenced 
east, concluded free trade talks 
with the country, gave non-leth- 
al military supplies, and spoke 
out at every turn against Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s “ag- 
gression” after Russia annexed the 
Crimean peninsula. 

While the Trudeau government 
has maintained support for Ukraine 
in the ongoing conflict with Rus- 
sian-backed separatists, Foreign 
Minister Stéphane Dion has also 
suggested Canada’s intent to re- 
engage in diplomacy with Russia. 

Up until this point, the intern- 
ship program has been funded by 
an endowment fund generated by 
a fundraising event in 1991 at the 
program’s beginning. Over the 
years, the program has received 
some donations from Ukrainian 
Canadians, but has relied on inter- 
est from the endowment to sustain 
itself. According to the director of 
the program, [hor Bardyn, there is 
only enough money left to bring 
maybe five students here next year. 
Bardyn, who works for CUPP on a 
voluntary basis, is currently look- 
ing into acquiring more funding, 
and is planning to approach the 
federal government. 

The interns, who are university 
students or young professionals, 
don’t pay anything to participate in 
the program or to come to Canada, 
though they are not paid by MPs 
either. Some of them, including 
Кізіїоуа, still manage to work in 
Ukraine remotely. 

A 2004 article in the Canadian 
Parliamentary Review tells how the 
program got its start: “The chair of 
the Ukrainian Studies Foundation 
of Toronto decided to establish a 
program for undergraduate univer- 
sity students from Ukraine. Its goal 
Was to promote and assist the dem- 
ocratization process in Ukraine.” 

Interns get the chance to partici- 
pate in Hill life including attending 
Question Period and committees, 
helping with an MP’s administra- 
tive office functions, researching 
questions from constituents, and 
attending meetings and conferen- 
ces. 

Candidates are selected based of 
academic excellence, community 
volunteer work, leadership poten- 
tial, teacher recommendations, and 
fluency in English or French, and 
Ukrainian, the article said. 

Shemetoy intems with Trade 
Minister Chrystia Freeland (Uni- 
versity-Rosedale). He also serves 
as co-coordinator of the program 
along with Olga Spytsia, who 
works for Conservative MP Rob- 
ert Sopuck (Dauphin-Swan River- 
Neepawa, Man.). Freeland herself 
is Ukrainian Canadian and worked 
in Ukraine for several years at the 


beginning of her former career as a 
journalist. 

“We think that it [represents a] 
continuous, deep, and trustworthy 
relationship between our two coun- 
tries,” said Kaplan, who interns for 
Liberal MP Michael Levitt (York 
Centre, Ont.). “Otherwise your 
country would not let us into its Par- 
liament,” she said, indicating that 
the interns have full parliamentary 
access, just as any Canadian staff 
member would have. “It means they 
have trust in us, and it’s the highest 
level of support we can get.” 

Liberal MP Arif Virani (Park- 
dale-High Park, Ont.) also hosts a 
Ukrainian intern in his office. 

“T believe in interns,” he told 
The Hill Times, explaining that he 
himself had come up through the 
ranks of the Parliamentary Intern 
Program. “I believe in that kind of 
mentorship, and giving people ex- 
posure to government and doing it 
from the inside of an MP’s office.” 

Virani, who is also a vice-chair 
of the Canada-Ukraine Parliament- 
ary Friendship Group, explained 
that he has a large Ukrainian Can- 
adian population in his Toronto rid- 
ing, 50 participating in the intern- 
ship program “is a double-barrelled 
motivation.” 

Lobb said he likes that the pro- 
gram, he said, is not skewed to any 
one party. “The office beside me 
is a Liberal, and I think Svitlana’s 
friend works for that person, and 
that’s great too. They get to see it 
from all political parties and every- 
thing.” 

Lobb said he and his staff are 
given the opportunity to learn a 
lot about Ukraine, as well. On 
Kisilova’s first day, his whole of- 
fice went out for lunch together to 
learn more about where Kisilova 
comes from. 

Kisilova said another reason why 
the program is so important for 
young Ukrainians is because they 
get to act as ambassadors for their 
country. 

“We don’t want people to think 
that we are only having sex tour- 
ism or vodka or anything else,” she 
said. 

“When you come [to Ukraine], 
you see a lot of open-minded and 
very enthusiastic young people 
who are working on their mission. 
They are ready to change and they 
are ready to tell the world what 
they are, but the world is seeing 
only stereotypes.” 

There are currently 35 Ukrain- 
іап5 participating as interns in а 
number of MP and ministerial of- 
fices 

Spytsia said she was first motiv- 
ated to come to the program to see 
how the democracy of a “good, 
developed country” works, to see 
what could be implemented back 
in Ukraine. 


criticizes Canada’s 
“weakness’ on Russia 


By Robert Fife, Ottawa Bureau Chief 
The Globe and Mail, May 23, 2016 

President Barack Obama’s former ambassador to Russia says Canada 
is showing a “sign of weakness” by not pushing ahead with a promised 
U.S.-style Magnitsky Act that would punish Russians deemed to be 
human-rights violators with visa bans and asset freezes. 

Michael McFaul, who served as the U.S. envoy to Moscow from 2012 
to 2014 and before that was Mr. Obama’s special White House adviser on 
Russia, said Canada should follow the U.S. lead even if it infuriates the 
Kremlin. 

He expressed disappointment with Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane 
Dion for rejecting all-party calls for a Canadian version of the Magnitsky 
Act. 

"До you stand for human rights or not? If this is an important value then 
this is something that should be done,” Mr. McFaul said in an interview 
with The Globe and Mail. 

Mr. Dion argues sucha law —which the Liberals pledged to enact during 
the election — would complicate his efforts to re-engage with President 
Vladimir Putin’s regime and harm Canadians seeking to do business in 
Russia. Mr. Dion has argued that current laws are adequate to deal with 
human-rights abuses. 

The Foreign Affairs Minister has been under fire over policies that 
prioritize business interests over human rights, especially since he signed 
export permits last month for the bulk of a $15-billion deal to ship combat 
vehicles to Saudi Arabia, despite its poor record, 

Mr. McFaul said the Obama administration heard some of the same 
arguments Mr. Dion is using against a Magnitsky law from U.S. business 
interests and bureaucrats before the President signed the bill into law in 
2012. The law is named after Russian whistle-blower Sergei Magnitsky, 
who was allegedly tortured and beaten and died in a Moscow prison in 
2009 after exposing a massive tax fraud involving Russian officials. 

“When a regime supports the violators of human rights and then 
violates international law there is only one response, which is strength,” 
Mr. McFaul said. “This idea that somehow if we don’t pass a law like this 
we are going to get better treatment from the Russians — which may be 
true in the short-term, but in the long-term that is a sign of weakness, not 
a sign of strength.” 

Mr. McFaul was astonished that Mr. Dion’s office pointed to Canada’s 
invitation to join the International Syria Support Group in Vienna, which 
is co-chaired by the United States and Russia, as proof that Canada’s re- 
engagement policy with Moscow 15 working. 

“It is weird logic to me. We are there and we have a Magnitsky Act and 
we weren’t kicked out of that meeting because we have this law,” he said, 
noting the Russians always try to link issues to get their way. 

Mr. McFaul said he favours the type of legislation first proposed by 
former Liberal MP Irwin Cotler that would broaden the Magnitsky Act to 
target human-rights abusers worldwide. 

Conservative MP James Bezan has tabled a private member’s bill, 
based on Mr. Cotler’s legislation. A U.S. congressional committee 
approved similar legislation last week. 

However, Mr. Dion’s communications director, Joseph Pickerill, said 
Canadian legislation isn’t necessary because Ottawa already has the tools 
to punish human-rights abusers. 

“We already have the ability to ban individuals involved in the 
Magnitsky murder from entering Canada under the Immigration and 
Refugee Protection Act,” he said. “We also have a strong sanctions 
regime under the Special Economic Measures Act” (which imposed 
sanctions against Russia for the annexation of Crimea). 

Mr. Cotler, a former Liberal justice minister, said he personally urged 
Mr. Dion to do the right thing and enact the legislation proposed by Mr. 
Bezan. 

“I said to him that the government has made human rights the 
centrepiece of our foreign policy ... and the Magnitsky case and cause Is 
the centre of what a human-rights policy should be,” Mr. Cotler said. 

The House of Commons unanimously endorsed a Magnitsky Act 
resolution presented by Mr. Cotler last year and all parties vowed to pass 
such a law. The Bezan bill tabled in early May is supported by the NDP 
and Conservative caucuses and by many Liberal MPs, including Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj and Anthony Housefather. б 

“I am encouraging Liberal backbenchers to talk to cabinet ministers to 
try to convince the cabinet that this is the right bill and the right time,” 
Mr. Bezan said. 

Russia has launched a campaign to undermine support for the 
Magnitsky-related sanctions in Brussels, Washington and Ottawa. 
The Russian embassy warmed last week that if Parliament adopted 4 
Magnitsky law it could lead to “yet another unnecessary complication 
for Russian-Canadian relations.” 

Russian officials and Kremlin-controlled media in recent months 
have sought to discredit Mr. Magnitsky and Anglo-American financier 
William Browder, who has led a global campaign to enact Magnitsky 
laws in Western countries. 

The Russian embassy in Ottawa called Mr. Browder a “fugitive 
carpetbagger wanted for financial fraud” in Russia. Mr. Browder was 
expelled from Russia and later convicted in absentia in what human- 
rights experts say is an attempt to discredit him. 


4 
Сенатор Маккейн хоче 
зустрітися з Савченко 


(Голос Америки) -Авторитетний сенатор у США та великий 
прихильник України Джон Маккейн хотів би зустрітися з Надією 
Савченко. Причиною її звільнення він вважає тиск міжнародної 
спільноти на Росію. З тієї ж причини, каже Маккейн, напередодні 
звільнили з азербайджанської тюрми журналістку Радіо Свобода 
Хадіджу Ізмаїлову. 

«Без сумніву, це результат міжнародного тиску. Не впевнений, з 
чийого боку конкретно, але вважаю це результат міжнародного за- 
судження того, як обійшлися з цими мужніми жінками. Так що я 
думаю, що думка світової спільноти мала свій вплив», - сказав Мак- 
кейн. 

Водночас, на його думку, через звільнення Савченко не можна по- 
слаблювати санкції, щодо Росії, бо «Надія ніколи б на це не погоди- 
лась». 

«У випадку з Надією Савченко, вона була звільнена в обмін на 
двох росіян, які перебували в ув'язненні. Тобто, по суті, мова йде 
про обмін ув'язненими, ми повинні це розуміти. Надя Савченко була 
6 останньою людиною, яка хотіла б, щоб ми зняли санкції в обмін 
на її свободу, Санкції повинні бути пов'язані безпосередньо з діями 
Росії: Росія окупувала Крим, вона намагається відокремити Східну 
Україну, шо суперечить міжнародному законодавству. Якщо вони у 
Європі вважають це рівноцінним обміном, то це буде помилковим 
рішенням європейської спільноти», - переконаний Маккейн. 

Сенатор Бен Кардін також не приховує задоволення від звільнення 
Надії Савченко, Він був одним зі співавторів резолюції з вимогою її 
звільнити. 

«Падія була викрадена і нелегально утримувалась у Росії. Це були 
обурливі дії Російської Федерації, це було не правильно 1 я радий 
бачити, що вона вдома в безпеці. Викрадення людини в Україні та її 
перевезення у Росію було частиною їх загальної кампанії втручання 
у справи незалежної України», - сказав Кардін. 

Конгресмен Сендер Левін сподівається, що сила духу Надії Сав- 
ченко стане стимулом для росіян протистояти авторитарному режи- 
му. 

«Звільнення Надії - це не лише надія, а до якоїсь міри перемога 
для українського народу та демократичного процесу, а , можливо, 
також це | меседж для народу Росії, щоб вони піднялися», - каже 
Левін. 

Він також зауважив, що з початку війни в Україні, українські депу- 
тати дуже активізувалися у Вашингтоні. 

«Щодо нашої роботи у Конгресі, я хочу, щоб ми були рішучі, 
енергійні у близькому контакті з українськими лідерами. До речі, я 
думаю, в останні кілька років ми зустрічаємося з парламентарями 
з України частіше, ніж з будь-якої іншої країни, i це має свою ко- 
ристь», - зазначив Конгресмен. 

Республіканський Конгресмен Адам Кінзінгер є політичним 
опонентом Сендера Левіна. Утім, в питанні підтримки України 
більшість республіканців та демократів - одностайні. 

«Є причина, чому Надію називають героєм України. Це чудова но- 
вина почути про її звільнення з цього несправедливого полону. Цей 

ветеран, побратим з війни в Іраку, є героєм для народу. Її родина 
та народ України лишаються у моїх думках та молитвах. Надю, з 
поверненням додому!», - сказав Кінзінгер. 
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Як у США вітають 
звільнення Савченко 


(Голос Америки) -Високопосадовці та 
законодавці у США вітають Надію Савченко зі 
звільненням з ув'язнення у Росії, у якому ба- 
чать результат спільних зусиль усього світового 
співтовариства. 

«Надію Савченко звільнено! Це доводить, що 
спільні зусилля вільного світу спрямовані на до- 
сягнення правосуддя приносять результат», - 
відреагував сенатор США Роб Портман і додав: 
«Не забуваймо про українських політв'язнів, які 
все ще утримуються в Росії». 

Посол США в ООН Саманта Пауер на сторінці у 
Twitter написала: «Нарешті звільнено українського 
патріота Надію Савченко, яку несправедливо утри- 
мували у Росії». 

Конгресмен Еліот Енгель, член Комітету з пи- 
тань закордонних справ Палати представників 
Конгресу США також порадів з приводу звільнення 
Савченко. 

«Радий, що Савченко вдома, Її сила та дух - 
привід для гордості України та показують, що 
Путін не переможе», - зауважив Енгель. 

А співголва українського Кокусу в (Сенаті 
Роб Портман назвав звільнення Савченко до- 
казом, що колективні зусилля вільного світу за 
справедливість - не марні. 

Військовий пілот, що служив в Іраку, Конгресмен 
від Республіканської партії Адам Кенсінгер пере- 
писувався з Савченко, коли вона була в російському 
СІЗО. Він також не стримує емоцій з приводу її 
звільнення. 

«Існує причина, чому Надію називають героєм 
України. Я вражений її сміливістю, її рішучістю 
у відстоюванні вільної України. Її звільнення з 
несправедливого ув'язнення - чудова новина. Я 
радий бачити побратима по війні в Граку, що при- 
землився у безпеці та на свободі у Києві. Я про- 
довжую молитися за Надію, її родину та народ 
вільної України», - сказав Кенсінгер. 

Кенсінгер, серед іншого, є співавтором що- 
найменше трьох законопроектів, які стосуються 
України. 

Кілька слів написала і сенаторка США Джін 
Шагін: «Я відчуваю значне полегшення через те, 
що сьогодні Надія Савченко на волі». 

Джін Шагін свого часу відзначилась тим, що при 
особистій зустрічі із президентом України Петром 
Порошенком сказала, що боротьба із корупцією в 
Україні має починатись із нього самого. 

«Не просто так Надію Савченко називають 


героєм України», - залишив твіт такого змісту 
Конгресмен США Адам Кінзінгер. : 

Оглядачі у США переконані, що тепер Надія 
Савченко може вплинути на розвиток ситуації в 
країні, як політик. 

«Чекаю першого опитування, у якому Савченко 
зарахують у політики», - зазначила журналіст As- 
sociated Press Наталія Васильєва, 

Ключові для політичного майбутнього Савчен- 
ко моменти вже відзначив журналіст Ян Бейт- 
сон, який висвітлює події в Україні для кількох 
провідних західних ЗМІ. 

«Ось на що треба звертати увагу після повернен- 
ня Савченко до України: як вона та інші поведуть- 
ся щодо інших утримуваних у Росії? Наскільки 
швидко Савченко призвичаїться до політичного 
життя? Вона була впливовим голосом, але чи змо- 
же вона проштовхувати законопроекти? Чи піде 
вона за Тимошенко, чи займе власну позицію? 
І Савченко, і Тимошенко мають сильну волю... 
Яку позицію Савченко займе щодо Мінських 
угод та спеціального статусу Донбасу. Вони вже 
непопулярні, а її позиція може вплинути на гро- 
мадську позицію. Чи стане Савченко реального 
опозицією до коаліції Гройсмана? Вона теж при- 
йшла з Майдану 1 розчарована станом реформ», — 
пише журналіст у Twitter. 

Водночас український журналіст-міжнародник 
Максим  Еріставі, який користується р знач- 
ним впливом серед західних політиків та ЗМІ, 
зауважує: «Тепер Савченко може стати політичною 
суперзіркою, або ж швидко згаснути. Політика в 
Україні - це брудна справа, а чесних не цінують», 

Журналіст Російської служби «Голосу Амери- 
ки» Наталія Мозгова коротко додає, що «прийшов 
час міняти хештеги #FreeSavchenko на йЗаусПеп- 
КоРтее». 

Водночас сенатор-демократ Бен Кардін, один 
з авторів резолюції, в якій Сенат закликав Росію 
звільнити Савченко зазначив, що з її звільненням 
ставлення до Росії не змінилося. 

«Ми розуміємо, що цілісність вашої території 
була порушена росіянами. Ми розуміємо, що Крим 
досі нелегально утримується. Російське втручан- 
ня продовжується у Східній Україні. Міжнародна 
громадськість буде 1 далі ізолювати Росію. Ми це 
робимо шляхом санкцій, AK 1 надаємо підтримку 
зусиллям України в охороні своєї територіальної 
цілісності. У відповідь ми просимо, щоб Україна 
рухалася вперед з реформами», - сказав Кардін. 


«Азов» готується стати партією? 


Левко Стек, Радіо Свобода 

У Києві відбувся кількатисячний марш в знак 
протесту проти можливого проведення виборів 
на контрольованих проросійськими бойовика- 
ми територіях Донецької та Луганської областей. 
Акцію організувала організація Цивільний кор- 
пус «Азов». На думку учасників маршу, місцеві 
вибори на Донбасі можливі лише за умови по- 
вернення кордону під контроль українських 
силовиків. Українська ж влада, переконані 
активісти, готується до проведення їх навіть попри 
невиконані Росією та підтримуваними нею бойо- 
виками Мінські домовленості. 

Саме так під гучні скандування та бій барабанів 
активісти організації Цивільний корпус «Азов» 
пройшли від монументу  «Батьківщина-мати» 
під стіни будівлі парламенту. Нема українського 
кордону - немає виборів, саме так сформулював 
гасла учасників акції народний депутат Андрій 
Білецький. 

За словами лідера «азовців», українська влада, по- 
при заперечення, активно готується до проведення 
виборів. Нинішню акцію він назвав мирною та по- 
переджувальною. Втім, якщо вимоги «Азову» не бу- 
дуть почуті, пообіцяв більш радикальні дії. 

«Нам не цікаво заходити в Раду. Хай чують нас 
звідси. З ними нема жодного сенсу говорити. Вони 
знають тільки мову переляку. Якщо вони будуть 
бачити нас, якщо вони будуть знати, що в разі 
спроби проведення таких зрадницьких виборів 
- ми винесемо пю Ралу i АП, і знайдемо нових 
депутатів», - заявив Білецький. 

Нещодавно президент України Петро Поро- 
шенко заявив, що не виключає моя 
ведення виборі басі i 
Однак, лише 
цьому перелік 


територіях 


СТ 


ця 


взяття під контроль українсько-російського кор- 
дону, повне припинення вогню та відведення 
озброєнь. 

Також, за умовами Мінських домовленостей, з 
території Донбасу мають бути виведені іноземні 
війська та найманці, звільнені заручники, а 
самі вибори мають відбуватись із дотриманням 
стандартів ОБСЄ i під їхнім спостереженням. 

Народний депутат від президентської фракції у 
парламенті Володимир Ар'єв висловив здивуван- 
ня у зв'язку з проведенням маршу. Каже, наразі 
навіть відповідним законопроектом не займають- 
ся, відтак підстав для занепокоєння в активістів не 
мало б бути. 

«Я незнаю, чи ви знайдете в парламенті в коаліції 
хоча б одну людину, яка б виступала за проведен- 
ня виборів на Донбасі за безумовним варіантом, 
який часом від України вимагають. Тому в даному 
випадку, ані законопроекту не ведеться, ніхто про 
це навіть не говорить. Я думаю, що мета цієї акції 
була якась інакша», - прокоментував Ар'єв. 

Можливу мету у коментарі Радіо Свобода висло- 
вив політолог Володимир Фесенко, Експерт вважає, 
що активність «Азову» пов'язана з майбутнім пере- 
творенням організації в політичну силу, що займе 
вільну, наразі, нішу на єлекторальному полі, 

«Це така пропагандистська акція, 
політтехнологічна акція. Нагадування про себе. 
Це розкручування «Азову», його можливостей. За- 
раз, можливо, йде кастинг за те, хто буде головним 
актором, провідною силою в ніші войовничого 
патріотизму. Минулого року це був «Укроп», але за- 
раз «Укроп» трохи «здувся». Можливо, на базі «Азо- 


у» будуть створювати нову партію з ідеологією во- 
йовничого патріотизму», - вважає політолог. 
Водночас, за інформацією Фесенка, робота над 
законопроектом щодо виборів на Донбасі таки ве- 
деться, хоча, поки що, 1 в неформальному режимі. 
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Savchenko returns to Ukraine 


Cont. from P. 1 


Western officials welcomed the 
news of Savchenko’s release. 

“Finally!” Lithuanian President 
Dalia Grybauskaite said on Twitter. 
“Glory to Ukraine!” 

U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry tied her release to the Minsk 
accords that aimed to set up a pol- 
itical process to end the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine. 

“Her release, after a long ordeal 
that included solitary confinement, 
is an important part of fulfilling Rus- 
51а'5 commitments under the Minsk 
agreements and should now provide 
impetus for their complete imple- 
mentation,” he said in a statement. 

EU foreign-affairs chief Fed- 
erica Mogherini hailed the move 
as “long-awaited good news.” Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Frank-Wal- 
ter Steinmeier said he was “happy 
and relieved.” 

In Canada, Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Stéphane Dion welcomed the 
news of Savchenko’s release and 
safe return to Ukraine. 

“Ms. Savchenko, a Ukrainian 
pilot, member of Ukraine’s parlia- 
ment, and member of the Parlia- 
mentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe, had been unlawfully 
detained by Russia since June 2014 
and was recently sentenced to 22 
years in prison in Russia. 

“She captured the world’s atten- 
tion as an individual fiercely com- 
mitted to her convictions and has 
reminded us all of the deeply hu- 
man cost of conflict. 

“The long-awaited decision to 
transfer Ms. Savchenko back to 
Ukraine marks an important, posi- 
tive milestone in efforts to resolve 
the ongoing conflict in Ukraine’s 
Donbas region, and we are encour- 
aged by the efforts of both Ukraine 
and Russia to achieve a mutually 
acceptable outcome in Ms. Sav- 
chenko’s case. Looking ahead, we 
are hopeful that other prisoners held 
by Russia on politically motivated 
grounds will be released,” he added. 

James Bezan, the Official Oppos- 
ition Critic for National Defence, 
and Tony Clement, the Official Op- 
position Critic for Foreign Affairs, 
issued the following statement: 

“We are relieved that Nadia was 
released from jail and has returned 
to Ukraine. Her case was based on 
fabricated charges and is an example 


of the Russian regime’s contempt for 
due process and human rights. 

“Since her arrest nearly two 
years ago, Savchenko has endured 
great suffering at the hands of Rus- 
sian officials. Her heath status was 
deteriorating; in protest of her un- 
just show-trial and Russia’s viola- 
tions of international law, Nadia 
started а hunger-strike and was 
deprived of much needed medical 
attention. 

“Despite all the hardships she has 
endured, Ms. Savchenko remains 
an inspiration to Ukraine and to all 
human rights advocates around the 
world. While imprisoned, she was 
elected in absentia to the Verkhov- 
na Rada, Ukraine’s parliament and 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe. Upon her re- 
turn to Ukraine, Nadiya pledged to 
do everything she could to free all 
Ukrainian nationals still being kept 
prisoner in Russia. 

“Nadiya’s release is a victory for 
her and her family, it is a victory 
for Ukraine, and it is a victory for 
all advocates from the international 
community. Only two months ago 
Canadians gathered across the 
country to demand her release. To- 
day is a victory for justice!” 

While in prison, Savchenko 
launched a number of hunger 
strikes to protest her detention, for 
stretches refusing both food and 
water. 

Western leaders called the char- 
ges trumped up, with the United 
States and the European Union re- 
peatedly calling for her release. 

The Belarusian Nobel Prize win- 
ning writer Svetlana Alexievich 
described her as the “Ukrainian 
Joan of Arc” after the 15th-century 
French heroine. 

Aleksandroy and Yerofeyev 
were captured last year. They ac- 
knowledged being Russian of- 
ficers, but the Russian Defense 
Ministry claimed they had resigned 
from active duty. They were tried 
in a Kyiv court, which sentenced 
them each to 14 years in prison 
after finding them guilty of ter- 
rorism and waging war in eastern 
Ukraine. 

One day after the two Russians 
were sentenced, Poroshenko an- 
nounced on April 19 that Kyiv and 
Moscow had agreed on a possible 
framework to free Savchenko, who 


was elected in absentia to Ukraine’s 
parliament in October 2014. 

Savchenko’s release came a day 
after Putin, Poroshenko, and the 
leaders of France and Germany 
spoke by telephone about ways 
to settle the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Details of the swap emerged 
through sources and lawyers for 
Savchenko and the two Russians 
with little official confirmation, 
making the story far from clear. 

Early on May 25, Aleksandrov’s 
lawyer Valetin Rybin was quoted 
by the TASS news agency as saying 
both the Russians submitted peti- 
tions to Poroshenko for pardons. 

There was confusion as well. 

Early reports said Poroshenko’s 
plane was on its way to Rostoy-on- 
Don to pick up Savchenko, only to be 
contradicted a bit later by a report by 
the Ukrainian news agency UNIAN, 
which said the plane was already in 
Rostov, arriving overnight. 

Hours later, however, all was 
clear. Savchenko was back in 
Ukraine and the two Russians were 
on home soil as well. 

Russia’s relations with neigh- 
boring Ukraine have been hostile 
since so-called EuroMaidan un- 
rest in 2014 forced out Moscow- 
backed Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych and installed a pro- 
Western administration. 

Russia occupied then annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 
March 2014. Moscow said it was 
protecting the local Russian-speak- 
ing population from persecution 
by the new authorities in Kyiv, 
but Western governments called it 
an illegal land-grab and imposed 
sanctions on Moscow. 

Soon after, Moscow-backed sep- 
aratists began an armed rebellion 
in the Donbas region of eastern 
Ukraine, an area with a large Rus- 
sian-speaking community. 

A fragile cease-fire has been in 
place since last year, but there is no 
permanent settlement to the con- 
flict. 

Analysts predict that Say- 
chenko’s return will be seen in 
Ukraine as a rare political victory 
for Poroshenko, who has been 
struggling with economic troubles 
and corruption, squabbles among 
his allies, and simmering violence 
in the east of the country. 


Savchenko open to presidential bid 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—Nadia Savchenko, 
the Ukrainian airwoman who spent 
nearly two years in Russian captivity 
before her return in a prisoner swap, 
says she’s ready to run for president 
if that’s what Ukrainians want. 

Speculation has swirled followed 
the exchange of prisoners between 
Moscow and Kyiv about whether 
the 35-year-old former soldier will 
seek to leverage her hero’s status 
and election in absentia to the 
Ukrainian legislature into a bid for 
higher political office. 

“Ukrainians, if you want me to 
be president, then, fine, I will be 
president,” Savchenko told a press 
conference in Kyiv on May 27, the 
first since her release for the retum 
of two Russians convicted of fight- 
ing alongside Moscow-backed sep- 
aratists in eastem Ukraine. 

But she added that she “cannot 
say that I want to.” and she made a 
reference to the corruption and pol- 
itical decay that have plagued the 
country and embittered many aver- 
age Ukrainians even as they seek 
unity to combat the easter threat. 


“But I really don’t believe that 
people have learned to vote other 
than for buckwheat,” she said, em- 
ploying Ukrainian slang for corrupt 
election practices. 

Savchenko said she would rather 
return to her beloved flying but re- 
iterated that she was prepared to 
do whatever Ukraine required. She 
admitted she had little experience 
in politics. 

“I was in the military for 10 
years,” Savchenko said, including 
as part of a peacekeeping mission 
in Iraq, studies at an air-force uni- 
versity, and time spent with a vol- 
unteer brigade after the outbreak of 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine. “I 
have spent two years behind bars. I 
am пої very good in politics yet.” 

Savchenko said she would stick 
with Tymoshenko’s party despite 
its reputation for cozying up to 
Ukraine’s oligarchs. She added that 
she was looking forward to going 
to work in parliament. 

A nights activist in Ukraine, the 
Center for Civil Liberties’ Olek- 
sandra Matviychuk, suggested that 
Savchenko should tread carefully 


in Ukraine’s 
world of politics. 

“T hope that [Savchenko] will not 
allow [herself] to be used in polit- 
ical games to increase the ranking 
of political forces,” Matviychuk 
told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service. 
“We, the people who fought for her 
freedom, will now see what type of 
politician she is.” 

A Gallup poll in December 
showed mounting mistrust among 
Ukrainians in the country’s polit- 
ical leadership, with Poroshenko’s 
popularity (17 percent)  slip- 
ping below that of pro-Moscow 
President Viktor Yanukovych be- 
fore the latter fled to Russia in 
early 2014 amid unrest over his 
sharp tack toward Moscow at the 
expense of closer ties to the Euro- 
pean Union. 

A government shake-up in April 
landed Poroshenko ally Volodymyr 
Hroysman in the prime minister’s 
seat with urgent calls in Ukraine 
and the West for speedy progress 
on financial and political reforms. 
including in the fight against ram- 
pant corruption. 
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Jarvis Group Travel Ltd. 
are pleased to announce our 


2016 Poland- 


Ukraine Tour 
(August 15-30, 2016) 


This year we are starting in Krakow Poland and then 


going to Lviv ,Odesa, Kyiv, Chernivsti and other areas 
in Western Ukraine. 


We are using trains for overnight travels in order to 


eliminate some long day travel between major cities. 


Among some of the special feature of this tour are: 
* Independence Day Celebration in Kyiv August 24", 


- Traditional Hutsul wedding August 27", 


- Overnight stay in Vienna with а tour of the city in 


the Evening and Supper included. 


All Inclusive prices are as follows: 


From Toronto: $5200 
From Winnipeg: $5300 


From Alberta/Saskatchewan: $5400 


From Vancouver: $5500 


For more information please visit our website: 
www.ukrainetours.ca/, or call: (403) 650-3332 
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Stop sucking up to Putin 


When Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion first announced that he 
wanted to “re-engage” Russia on such issues as the Arctic, but still speak 
clearly, bluntly and directly to Russia about its unacceptable actions in 
Ukraine, we were not that particularly concerned. After all Canada has 
some serious concerns regarding the Arctic — especially since Russia is 
making claims upon our sovereign waters and the natural resources that 
lie beneath the seabed. 

As we wrote in an editorial at the beginning of February, talk is one 
thing, and action 15 something else. 

Well, four months later, we must regrettably give Dion a dismal failing 
grade as far as action is concerned. 

First was his visit to Ukraine — not really so bad as he pledged to con- 
tinue with the bold initiatives taken by the previous government, includ- 
ing the dispatch of 200 Canadian officers to help train Ukraine’s armed 
forces, the economic assistance, non-lethal aid that has been delivered, as 
well as the sanctions in place at the time. 

No new initiatives were announced, but that may be understandable for 
anew government still learning the ropes. 

But since then, the government’s track record has greatly deteriorated. 

First there was the first new round of sanctions, announced March 18, 
Which once again left out Igor Sechin, CEO of Russia’s oil giant Rosneft 
and Vladimir Yakunin, former CEO of Russian Railways, both of whom 
had been on U.S. lists for two years. 

While in opposition the Liberals had criticized the Conservatives for 
excluding them. The most vocal Liberal in Question Period was current 
International Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland. What’s more the Liberals 
had made a very explicit election pledge to “immediately” put these two 
powerful oligarchs on Canada’s sanctions list, should they form the goy- 
ernment. When Ukrainian News attempted to get an answer for this omis- 
sion from Global Affairs (which incidentally encompasses both Dion and 
Freeland’s ministries), all we got was obfuscation. 

Then we attempted to get a straight answer from the department re- 
garding Dion’s statements linking Canada’s sanctions to Russia’s compli- 
ance to the Minsk Agreement which does not cover Crimea, specifically 
asking whether they could be lifted if Russia did comply with Minsk, but 
sull occupied Crimea. We got the same obfuscation. 

Now Dion says he will not support an all-party effort to enact an Amer- 
ican-style Magnitsky Act, which freezes assets and bans visas of Rus- 
sian human-rights violators. Such a bill has been tabled in the House of 
Commons by MP James Bezan and concurrently in the Senate by Senator 
Raynell Andreychuk. 

Last year the House unanimously passed a motion, introduced by for- 
mer Liberal Justice Minister Invin Cottler, calling for such an act. Pas- 
sage of such a law was also a Liberal campaign pledge, so what we are 
Witnessing now is a trail of broken promises. 

A senior government official told The Globe and Mail’s Robert Fife 
that Dion did not want to antagonize the Putin regime as he undertakes ef- 
forts to re-open a dialogue with the Kremlin and adopting such sanctions 
could hurt Canadian companies wanting to do business in Russia. 

This is totally disgraceful and amounts to nothing short of sucking up 
to Putin in the best style of Donald Trump. 

A serious гій is developing over this issue within the Liberal Party. 
Сошег, who has pleaded with Dion to do the night thing, is joined by 
former interim leader Bob Rae, who has written an Op-ed piece for the 
Globe and Mail (which we have reprinted next to this editorial), MPs 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj and Anthony Housefather and, according to anti- 
Putin campaigner Bill Browder, Freeland as well. 

Ultimately, it will fall to Pome Minister Justin Trudeau to arbitrate this 
issue in cabinet and caucus. Trudeau must now show that his commitment 
to our Community’s concems goes far beyond the simple act of donning 
an embroidered shirt for a photo-op. 
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Why the proposed Magnitsky 
law is not a threat to diplomacy 


By Bob Rae, Special to The Globe and Mail 
Published Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Political leaders and scholars have long debated 
whether “realism” or “idealism” should direct for- 
eign policy. In fact, both are required. A country such 
as Canada, espousing values such as rule of law and 
protection of human rights, can’t park its beliefs at 
its own border. Nor can it remain unaware of how its 
criticism of other countries, many more powerful than 
us, will be interpreted. What we do, or don’t do, will 
have consequences. 

A British judicial report in January detailed how a 
Russian dissident was poisoned by agents working for 
the Russian government, and how it was “probably 
approved” by President Vladimir Putin. The Russian 
government denounced the report. This month, a Rus- 
sian doctor responsible for the country’s anti-doping 
policy insisted that there had been an elaborate pro- 
gram to promote the use of drugs in sport, and that it 
had been deliberate government policy. Again, Mos- 
cow denounced the report. 

Both these alarming reports follow the well-docu- 
mented actions of Russian officials to imprison and 
torture to death Sergei Magnitsky, a Russian lawyer 
who had the courage to challenge the trumped-up 
case Russian authorities had taken against American 
investor William Browder. The U.S. Congress passed 
a law naming the Russian individuals responsible for 
the crimes against Mr. Magnitsky with carefully craft- 
ed economic sanctions against them, after a successful 
campaign led by Mr. Browder, despite opposition to 
such measures from the U.S. State Department. 

Mr. Browder has continued his efforts to expose 
the nature of Russian power and politics in Europe 
and Canada. Two years ago, the House of Commons 
unanimously agreed with Liberal MP Irwin Cotler’s 
resolution to bring a Magnitsky law to Canada, aimed 
at naming Russian wrongdoers, preventing their travel 
to Canada, and freezing any assets they might have in 
this country. The Liberal Party promised to bring in 


such a law if it won the most recent election, but two 
weeks ago Foreign Minister Stéphane Dion rejected 
an all-party bid to do just that. 

A private member’s bill has now been tabled in 
Parliament, but there are those who агеп'ї convinced 
that such a law is necessary or wise. They argue that 
it would make engagement with the Russians more 
difficult and might have a negative effect on trade. 
Some note that Canadian border security already has 
the power to deal with people deemed inadmissible. 
This misses the added sanction of asset freezing, and 
the need to address bad behaviour more directly. 

With the controversy surrounding the arms sale 
to Saudi Arabia, and the debates that will undoubt- 
edly accompany the Trudeau government’s efforts to 
deepen engagement with Iran and China, it is more 
necessary than ever for Canada to square its desire 
for stronger diplomatic and commercial ties with the 
compelling need to present an articulate case for plur- 
alism and the rule of law. 

Mendacity, corruption and the wanton abuse of 
power exist around the world. To refuse to engage 
with countries where these forces are alive and well 
might make Canadians feel better, but would abandon 
the reality that effective diplomacy requires us to deal 
directly with governments whose practices are ofien 
abhorrent. 

The proposed Magnitsky law does not require us to 

break off diplomatic relations with Russia, or disen- 
gage from any other dialogue. It does mean we draw 
a line where it is clear that officials have been directly 
involved in wrongdoing. What is required now is en- 
gagement with no illusions, and eyes wide open. The 
proposed Magnitsky law allows that to happen, and 
Parliament should adopt it. 
Former Interim Federal Liberal Leader and Ontario 
Premier Bob Rae is senior partner at Olthuis Kleer 
Townshend LLP, teaches public policy and law at the 
University of Toronto, and is the author of What’ 
Happened to Politics 


What should Ukraine do about the 
occupied Donbas enclave? 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)--As readers of this blog 
know, I have long been arguing for disengagement. 
Critics of my view generally emphasize some or all of 
the following three points: 

First, won’t disengagement help promote Vladimir 
Putin’s strategic goal of destroying Ukraine? 

Second, doesn’t Ukraine have a moral obligation to 
reannex this territory and its citizens? 

Third, what exactly does disengagement entail and 
how would it be brought about? 

All three are serious questions that deserve serious 
answers. ГІЇ address the first two questions in this blog 
and the third in the next one. 

Regarding the first, let’s assume, not unreasonably, 
that Putin’s goal is the destruction of the Ukrainian 
state. Let’s also recognize a fact of life: Russia is and 
will remain, at least for the foreseeable future, a far 
stronger country than Ukraine, both militarily and 
economically. It follows that Ukraine cannot defeat 
Russia in any full-scale war. But Ukraine can, with the 
right mix of armed forces, strategy, and tactics, deter 
and/or withstand a Russian attack by making it too 
costly for Russia to undertake such a move under all 
conditions short of a nuclear assault. 

If you agree with this conclusion, then the questions 
before Ukraine are: does attempting to win back the 
Donbas enclave strengthen or weaken Ukraine’s cap- 
acity to deter a Russian attack? And: does disengaging 
from the enclave strengthen or weaken Ukraine’s cap- 
acity to deter a Russian attack? 

I submit that the answer to the first question is a re- 
sounding NO: attempting to win back the enclave and 
defeating its 35,000 heavily armed thugs only ex; 5 
Ukraine to a debilitating Russian counterattack and 
thereby increases the likelihood of a full-scale Russian 


сро5е 


17, 


за 
aculously, to defeat Putin’s 35,000 proxies, attempting 
occupy and control an economically devastated 


region inhabited by a population of dubious loyalty 


to Ukraine would force Ukraine to expend scarce re- 
sources on the Donbas and thereby weaken its ability 
to resist further Russian aggression. 

The answer to the second question is a bit more com- 
plicated. If Putin’s imperialist appetite is insatiable 
and unstoppable — i.e. if Putin is preprogrammed to 
expand regardless of conditions and costs — then he 
will expand and attack Ukraine regardless of whether 
it holds on to the enclave or not. Giving it up will 
no more encourage him to expand than retaining it 
will deter him from expanding. Alternatively, if Pu- 
tin’s imperialism is opportunistic and, thus, somehow 
responsive to costs and benefits, then the important 
question is whether disengaging from the Donbas will 
increase the costs or benefits of Putin’s continued ag- 
gression. 

І submit that disengagement enhances Ukraine’s 
ability both to forestall aggression and to raise its 
costs. The reason is simple. The occupied Donbas en- 
clave is an economic black hole that drains enormous 
resources and provides marginal if any economic 
benefit to its owner in the foreseeable future. Whoever 
controls the enclave is, by definition, in a weaker pos- 
ition precisely because the region is a drain on resour- 
ces and will continue to be so for many years to come. 
Forcing Russia to bear all the costs of the occupation 
is Ukraine’s single most effective weapon in the war 
with Putin. Complete disengagement, which would 
entail cutting off all social and economic subsidies to 
the region and its inhabitants, would only raise the 
costs to Russia and thereby enhance Ukraine’s rela- 
tive capacity to forestall or withstand an attack. 

Just why Putin would be encouraged to attack when 
the costs of the campaign and occupation would rise 
and Ukraine’s ability to withstand an attack would 
stow is unclear. To be sure, he might attack simply 
because he’s preprogrammed to do so, but, if so, 
Ukraine’s relative capacity to survive would be en- 
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Trudeau, Dion need to investigate | Crimean Muslims face 
Bombardier’s Russian links 


By Marcus Kolga 

(UpNorth)--Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Stéphane Dion, has rejected an all-party Canadian ef- 
fort to adopt legislation to target Russian human rights 
violators with Canadian asset freezes and visa bans. 

Russian pro-democracy and human rights activists 
have long called on the Canadian government to adopt 
what they have universally characterized as “pro-Rus- 
sian” legislation to help defend the rights of Russian 
activists. US and European governments have already 
adopted this human rights legislation, leaving Canada 
as an international laggard. The latest news follows 
closely behind the Trudeau government’s controver- 
sial decision to sell APC’s to Saudi Arabia, which have 
led to calls for Canada’s Foreign Minister to resign. 

Despite campaign commitments from the governing 
Liberal Party to adopt Magnitsky human rights legis- 
lation and a unanimous all-party resolution calling on 
the Government of Canada to do the same, the Tru- 
deau government has now publicly rejected their pre- 
vious human rights positions. 

In their efforts to “re-engage” with the Putin regime, 
the Trudeau government has decided to ignore the 
calls of leading Russian human rights activists, anti- 
corruption crusaders and pro-democracy opposition 
leaders by rejecting legislation that would help pro- 
tect them. The move, lobbied for by Kremlin proxy 
organizations in Canada has been loudly applauded by 
Vladimir Putin’s propaganda channel “Sputnik”. 

Some Canadian organizations, including Krem- 
lin supported NGO’s like the Canada Eurasia Russia 
Business Association may be celebrating the govern- 
ment’s position. 

There are just a handful of Canadian companies that 
risk operating inside Russia. One of those compan- 
ics, is Bombardier, who, despite securing a significant 
order for its C-Series aircraft from Delta Airlines is 
continuing to lobby the Canadian government for a $1 
billion bailout. 

The Canadian train and plane manufacturer was re- 
cently named in a Panama Papers report by Russia’s 
only independent newspaper, Novaya Gazeta, in con- 
nection with a number of transactions involving major 
Russian railroad projects involving billions of dollars. 

While commercial dealings with national railroad 
companies are perfectly natural for Bombardier, Rus- 
sia’s national railway company, doesn’t look or act 
like a normal, western government owned company. 

In a country that is consistently ranked as one of 
the most corrupt in the world and where government 
officials and organised crime syndicate members are 
interchangeable, Russian Railways operates on the 
fringes of Russia’s legal boundaries. 

A 2014 Reuters investigation exposed millions of 
dollars in project contracts that were awarded to bogus 
companies in Russia by Russian Railways. 

The projects were run by the son of a close asso- 
ciate of Russian Railways Chairman, Vladimir Yaku- 
nin, Andrei Krapivin. The Reuters report identifies 
Krapivin in connection with the national railroad 
company, and includes bizarre links to a series of con- 


nected assassinations. 

“Yakunin has himself described his close relation- 
ship with Bombardier CEO, Pierre Beaudoin as being 
like “family” and someone he “likes very much and 
respects very much.” 

The Novaya Gazeta investigation into Bombardier 
and the Panama Papers, claims that offshore compan- 
ies controlled by Krapivin, were involved in trans- 
actions with Bombardier’s Russian subsidiary. 

Bombardier partnered with Russian Railways in 
1996 to form a joint venture named Bombardier 
Transportation and did so again in 2011 to purchase a 
50% stake in a Russian signaling equipment producer 
Elteza. 

The Novaya Gazeta report reveals that the primary 
buyer of the equipment produced by Bombardier 
Transport, in Russia has been Russian Railways via 
a complex routing via offshore companies owned by 
Krapivin. 

As Bombardier continues to aggressively lobby for a 
Canadian bailout, the Trudeau government needs start 
to asking questions about Bombardier’s foreign con- 
nections and operations. 

The company has been intensely lobbying the fed- 
eral government over the past 24 months and accord- 
ing to some reports, has spent over a million dollars on 
those efforts in the past year. 

Records from the The Office of the Commissioner of 
Lobbying, show that Bombardier CEO, Pierre Beau- 
doin has met with senior government staff, including 
the PMO and Minister Dion, over 40 times since the 
October election — mostly since January. 

Former Russian Railways CEO Vladimir Yakunin, 
was among the first individuals inside Vladimir Putin’s 
inner circle of oligarchs and officials to be sanctioned 
by the United States and the European Union in 2014. 
Despite widespread corruption at Russian Railways, 
Yakunin never made it on to Canada’s otherwise ex- 
tensive list of sanctioned officials. 

Some reports have cited Yakunin’s close connec- 
tions with Bombardier as the reason. Yakunin has 
himself described his close relationship with Bom- 
bardier CEO, Pierre Beaudoin as being like “family” 
and someone he “likes very much and respects very 
much.” 

Respected Russian anti-corruption crusader, Alexei 
Navalny, said Yakunin’s family “has constructed a busi- 
ness empire, incorporating offshore companies around 
the world. The value of this empire is in the billions of 
dollars. ... it is a mafia family of the purest kind.” 

As a signatory to The UN Global Compact in 2007, 
which binds signatories to uphold human rights, and 
to “work against corruption in all its forms...”, Bom- 
bardier may do well to reconsider who its partners and 
friends are in Russia. 

Before considering any recommendations about the 
terms of re-engagement with the Putin regime or on 
any potential bailout, the Prime Minister and Minister 

Dion need to investigate Bombardier’s reported links 
to the Panama Papers and their links with Russian 
Railways. 


What should Ukraine do about the 
occupied Donbas enclave? 


Cont. from P. 6 


hanced by virtue of Russia’s having to shoulder all the 
costs of the Donbas occupation. 

In sum, disengagement enhances Ukraine’s capacity 
to stop Russia regardless of whether Putin is driven by 
an imperial impulse or is merely responding to oppor- 
tunities to expand. 

It’s important to realize that disengagement will not 
stop Putin’s proxies from continuing to fire on Ukraine 
and kill its citizens and soldiers. Only Putin can do 
that. But disengagement does open the door to more 
possibilities to resolve the conflict diplomatically and 
politically. As long as Ukraine claims the Donbas en- 
clave, it will be involved in a zero-sum game with the 
proxies and Russia. Once Ukraine says “no” to the en- 

clave, it can explore imaginative solutions to the con- 
flict precisely because it no longer claims sovereign 
control over it. 

Won’t disengagement violate Ukraine’s moral obli- 


gation to the citizens of this benighted region? The 
answer to this question is simple, and it entails an- 
swering the following question: Which is the greater 
obligation — to 3 million individuals who have dem- 
onstrated by their behavior since 1991 that their loyal- 
ty to Ukraine is at best questionable or to the 40-plus 
million Ukrainians in Ukraine who have demonstrated 
that their loyalty to Ukraine is unquestionable? In an 
ideal world, policymakers would devote as many re- 
sources to one citizen as to all citizens. In a less than 
ideal world of limited resources, policymakers have 
to choose and opt for the greater good for the greater 
number. Seen in that light, promoting the life chances 
of 40-plus million loyal Ukrainians — by introducing 
reform, raising living standards, and consolidating 
democracy and human rights — is by far the greater 
good than sacrificing lives for a population that may 
not want to be liberated by Kyiv anyway. 

As to what disengagement might look like, 
tuned for my next blog. 


stay 


15-year sentences for 
invented ’terrorism’ 


By Halya Coynash, Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group 

Imprisoned victims of Russia’s occupation were not forgotten during 
the remembrance events marking the 72nd anniversary of the Deporta- 
tion of the Crimean Tatar people 

The trial has begun of four Crimean Muslims accused by Russia 
of involvement in an organization — Hizb ut-Tahrir - which is legal in 
Ukraine but which Russia and Uzbekistan have declared ‘terrorist’ with- 
out providing any reason. The ‘court’ also saw no need for the defence 
to be shown any proof. 

The timing for the preliminary hearing could not have been more tell- 
ing. The occupation authorities had taken all measures, from threats to 
a ban on all remembrance gatherings, to prevent Crimean Tatars from 
attending remembrance gatherings in honour of the victims of the 1944 
Deportation. Aside from official flower-laying, it was ‘business as 
usual’, with the business including a court hearing with the now stan- 
dard extension of all defendants’ detention until October, and rejection 
of every application lodged by the defence. і 

It is not clear why the preliminary hearing was in Simferopol since the 
four defendants: Ruslan Zeitullayey; Rustem Vaitov; Nuri Ргітоу and 
Ferat Saifullayev, are already in Rostov where the trial will continue on 
June 1. Although there was a video link with the men, the entire exercise 
bore all the hallmarks of a formality, and the prosecutor apparently did 
not even bother to attend. 

Emil Kurbedinoy, who was unlawfully prevented from representing 
three of the four men reported that all applications had been rejected, in- 
cluding the request to be shown the evidence which the lawyers clearly 
need to defend their clients. 

There is no evidence at all against any of the four defendants of any 
‘terrorist’ activities. 

There are grounds for believing that at least one of the defendants in 
this case, as well as one of the four men arrested in Feb 2016, were ar- 
rested effectively ‘by quota’, so that Russia could try to deny charges 
that it is targeting Crimean Tatars. 

Ruslan Zeitullayey; Nuri Ргітоу and Rustem Vaitov have been in cus- 
tody since January 2015; Ferat Saifullayev since the beginning of April. 
All are charged under Article 205 § 5 of the Russian Criminal Code 
(organizing / participating in a terrorist organization). 29-year-old Zeitu- 
Пауеу, the father of 3 small children, is accused of organizing а so-called 
terrorist organization, and could face a 15-year sentence, the others up to 
10 years. 

There does not appear to be any real proof even that they are members 


‘of Hizb ut-Tahrir, and none of the men is facing charges alleging specific 


unlawful behaviour. 

Kurbedinovy writes that since he and colleagues first became involved 
in such cases, they have been unable to find any objective and reliable 
evidence of Hizb ut-Tahrir’s alleged ‘terrorist activities’. 

Hizb ut-Tahrir is a pan-Islamist organization which is described in 
the Chatham House study Transnational Islam in Russia and Crimea as 
tending “to avoid violent means and instead may focus on social work, 
education and dialogue initiatives”. 

It was banned in 2003 as terrorist by the Russian Supreme Court in 
a hearing so secret that human rights organizations only learned of it 
a year later, long after the period for appealing against it had elapsed. 
There is also as good as no explanation given, with the half-page saying 
only that organization calls for the creation of Khalifat, carries out active 
propaganda, and is banned in Uzbekistan and some Arab countries. It is 
legal in Ukraine and in most countries. 

Vitaly Ponomaryoy from the Memorial Human Rights Centre has fol- 
lowed such prosecutions from the outset. He believes that Hizb ut-Tahrir 
may have been declared terrorist to make it easier to extradite people to 
Uzbekistan where they almost certainly faced religious persecution and 
torture. 

Ропотагуоу also stresses that there is not a single case where any 
members of Hizb ut-Tahrir have been implicated in actual organization 
of terrorist acts, yet conviction and imprisonment is effectively guaran- 
teed. 

The Memorial Human Rights Centre considers all those convicted 
over alleged involvement in Hizb ut-Tahrir to be political prisoners. 

The situation in Crimea under Russian occupation is particularly 
disturbing. There is every indication that the mass armed searches and 
arrests are aimed at both terrorizing the Crimean Tatars and creating 
the image of Crimean Muslims as dangerous ‘terrorists’. This in turn 
is probably in order to justify even worse repression or a bloody crack- 
down. Fourteen men are now in custody, all but two Crimean Tatar. They 
include Emir-Huseyn Kuku, a well-known human rights activist who 
had faced harassment from the occupation authorities on different pre- 
texts earlier, and two very young men. Once arrested, it is effectively 
guaranteed that the ‘court’ will automatically extend the detention de- 
spite the fact that most of the men have young families and that no evi- 
dence is provided. Rather than explaining why the men are in custody, 
there have simply been attempts to strip the men of their right to defence 
by a lawyer they trust and to intimidate others to stop them attending the 
court hearings. 

So far Russia and its puppets have miscalculated, however not one 
of the men has been released, and the situation is critical. For officials 
without scruples, the cases are almost fool-proof and guarantee promo- 
tion for no-questions-asked ‘terrorism’ convictions. The numbers will 
continue to increase unless the questions start being asked, and Russia 
held to answer. 


Jamala celebrates her win 


Ukraine’s Jamala 
wins Eurovision 


(RPE/RL)--Jamala, a 32-year-old singer from Ukraine, has won the 
Eurovision Song Contest with a song about the mass deportation of Cri- 
mean Tatars by the Soviet Union during World War II. 

Her song, 1944, is one of the most controversial winners in the com- 
petition’s history due to its political undertones. Eurovision is Europe’s 
largest television event. Russians cried foul and claimed political bias. 

Jamala was declared the winner early on May 15 after she received 534 
points at the grand final held in the Swedish capital, Stockholm, in a vote 
from juries and television viewers. 

Organizers ruled that her song did not violate Eurovision rules banning 
performances containing “lyrics, speeches, or gestures of a political or 
similar nature.” 

She had dedicated her song to her great-grandmother, who was de- 
ported to Central Asia in 1944 along with the entire Crimean Tatar people 
-- the peninsula’s indigenous, predominantly Muslim population. 

Many of the 250,000 deported died during the journey or perished 
from hunger and disease following their arrival. 

Crimean Tatars were not allowed to return to Crimea until the late 
1980s, 

Jamala has said her song is also a condemnation of Crimea’s annexa- 
tion and the repressions that Crimean Tatars, who have staunchly op- 
posed the Russian takeover, have since endured. 

Russians sounded off on social media and elsewhere, saying the tune 
was blatantly political. 

Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman for the Russian Foreign Ministry; 
joked sarcastically that to win next year’s contest, the winner will need a 
song to denounce “bloody” Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. The Syr- 
ian leader is supported by Moscow but blamed in the West for Syria’s 
five-year civil war. 

Konstantin Kosachyovy, the head of the Foreign Affairs Committee in 
Russia’s upper chamber of parliament, said “according to the tally of 
points, it was geopolitics that gained the upper hand.” 

The Eurovision victory, he also said, could embolden Ukraine’s pro- 
Western leadership and therefore threaten the peace process in war-torn 
eastern Ukraine. 

For that reason, Ukraine lost. And not only its long-suffering budget,” 
he wrote on Facebook. 

On the eve of her win, Jamala had said the latest series of searches and 
arrests of Crimean Tatars on May 12 made her song “more relevant.” 

“Tm sad about the things currently happening in Crimea. I hope every- 
thing will be OK.” she said. 
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CUPP interns with MPs in front of the Centre Block of Parliament 


Parliament gets embroidered 


(UkrNews with files from the Of- 
fice of Borys Wrzesnewskyj and 
CUPP Intern Kvitka Krotiuk)—May 
19 was a celebration of colour in the 
House of Commons. Members of 
Parliament from all three parties, 
including Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, donned traditional Ukrain- 
ian embroidered shirts to celebrate 
International Vyshyvanka Day. 

First MPs from all-three parties 
gathered to pose for a group photo 
in front of the Peace Tower (Centre 
Block) with interns from the Can- 
ada Ukraine Parliamentary Pro- 
gram (CUPP) just before Question 
Period in the House of Commons. 

Founded by Toronto lawyer ог 
Bardyn in 1991, CUPP is a parlia- 
mentary Internship Program which 
gives Ukrainian students an op- 
portunity to work and study in the 
Canadian Parliament, and gain ex- 
perience with Canadian democracy 
and the Westminster style of gov- 
ernment. 

Following this, a number of firsts 
were set: 

Two Cabinet Ministers, Veter- 
ans Affairs Minister Kent Hehr 
and Minister of Small Business 
and Tourism Bardish Chagger, be- 
came the first Canadian Members 
of Parliament to answer questions 
during the live televised coverage 
of Question Period while wearing 
colourful Vyshyvanky. 

Following Question Period, 
Liberal Cabinet Ministers Chrys- 
tia Freeland, Ralph Goodale, Hehr 
and MaryAnn Mihychuk  gath- 
ered with 14 Liberal MPs (Randy 
Boissonnault, Bob Bratina, Terry 


Duguid, Julie Dzerowicz, Peter 
Fonseca, Pam Goldsmith-Jones, 
Yvonne Jones, Kevin Lamoureux, 
James Maloney, Mare Miller, Kyle 
Peterson, Don Rusnak, Sven Spen- 
gemann, Borys Wrzesnewskyj, 
and Kate Young) for a Vyshyvanka 
group photograph. As this assem- 
blage of Liberal MPs waited for the 
arrival of Vyshyvanka-clad Prime 
Minister Trudeau, the Ukrainian 
Canadian MPs (and others present, 
including a member of Edmonton’s 
Dnipro Choir and Ukrainian Male 
Chorus) broke out into song with a 
boisterous rendition of “Vziay by 
ya banduru.” 

Unbeknown to the MPs, their 
impromptu performance of “Vziayv 
by ya banduru” ууа5 recorded 
and became a major news item 
in Ukraine. MP Wrzesnewskyj’s 
related Facebook posts on social 
media have gone viral with an ap- 
proximate 70,000 views. 

As a result of the MPs’ per- 
formance of “Vziav by ya ban- 
duru” going viral on social media, 
Wrzesnewskyj, the Chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group (CUPFG) laid 
down the gauntlet and issued a 
public challenge on behalf of the 
89-member CUPFG to Members 
of the Verkhovna Rada (Ukrainian 
Parliament). In a letter addressed 
to the Speaker of the Ukrainian 
Parliament, Wrzesnewskyj’s chal- 
lenged the Ukrainian MPs to don 
their Vyshyvanky and gather on the 
stairs of the Verkhovna Rada and 
sing an impromptu verse of “Vziav 
by ya banduru’”, or to make it fair, 


Stompin? Tom Connor’s “The 
Hockey Song.” 


To up the ante of the challenge 


during his conversation with 
Ukrainian Parliamentary Speaker 
Andriy Parubiy, Wrzesnewskyj 


personally wagered a case of Can- 
ada’s world-famous ice wine to see 
whose choral rendition is better. 

When contacted by media, 
Wrzesnewskyj stated, “It is pos- 
sible to build international good- 
will using non-traditional forms of 
diplomacy. What better way than 
a sing-off in Vyshyvanky amongst 
parliamentarians in Canada and 
Ukraine.” 

Through a grass roots initiative 
in Ukraine, the third Thursday of 
May has been designated Inter- 
national Vyshyvanka Day. A vysh- 
yvanka is a traditionally embroid- 
ered shirt. It has always been one 
of the national symbols of Ukraine 
that has accompanied Ukrainians at 
all important events of their lives. 

“This day is a wonderful op- 
portunity for Ukrainians, those of 
Ukrainian heritage and friends of 
Ukraine around the world, to wear 
a vyshyvanka in order to demon- 
strate their pride in Ukrainian cul- 
ture and heritage and to show soli- 
darity with the people of Ukraine. 
Canada is one of the 50 countries 
around the world in which Ukrain- 
іап5 participate in International 
Vyshyvanka Day. We encourage 
all people of Ukrainian heritage 
and friends of Ukraine to wear a 
vyshyvanka on May 19 as a sym- 
bol of our unity,” says CUPP Intern 
Kvitka Krotiuk. 


PHOTO — STAN GRANIC 
Prime Minister Trudeau with his 18 Liberal colleagues wearing their Vyshyvanky. 
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Kursy students at the Legislature grounds 


Kursy students raise $1785 ee 
SALAD BAR 
f U ee ENTREE 
or Ukrainian orphans & DESSERT 
; BUFFET 
By Liliya Sukhy, Director ystva) staged their annual Walk- graduating class will go to Ukraine 
of Kursy Ukrainoznavstva a-thon on May 7, 2016 to raise in the summer. Students will visit 
Students and teachers from Ivan funds for an orphanage located іп. the orphanage and deliver to orphans 
Franko School of Ukrainian Studies Kolomyia, Ukraine. So far we have school, sport and playground sup- 
(also known as Kursy Ukrainozna- raised $1,785.00. Our fourth year plies purchased with these funds. 
Helping those less fortunate than 
ourselves has been part of our cit- Or for something different... Pe Reb Види 
зн a г a teres па Alberta’s finest beef with a spectacular 
ен оту CSD 10 Gs Executive Chef feast of salads, entrées & desserts 
000.00 to children’s orphanages LORNE SOLES Saturday 5:00 - 8:30 pm 
across Ukraine. presents ної 
Пе 


Kursy students begin their walk from St. John’s Cathedral 


Ukraine files defense in $3 
billion Russia Eurobond case 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has filed its defense with a British court over a $3 
billion debt to Russia, arguing that the original loan agreement with its 
neighbor was invalid. 

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry and Finance Ministry said in a state- 
ment on May 27 that “Ukraine’s defense explains that the loan agreement 
is invalid and unenforceable for multiple reasons.” 


his year Walk-a-thon concluded 
at the Legislature Building where 
we were warmly greeted by city 
Councillor Dave Loken. 

As always, we thank Ukrainian 
community members for their gen- 
erous donations! 

Slava Ukrayini! Heroyam Slava! 
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Matthew 28:19 


will help train lay leaders to assist in ministry across our North. 


In photo, Archbishop Murray Chatlain of Keewatin-Le Pas missioning lay leaders 
in Northern Saskatchewan. 


“As a matter of Ukrainian law, Ukraine lacked the capacity to enter 
an agreement that violated the borrowing limits then in place and...the 
agreement was procured through duress exerted by Russia on Ukraine 
throughout 2013 in order to prevent Ukraine from signing an Association 
Agreement with the EU,” it said. 

The Eurobond in question was issued by the government of former 
President Viktor Yanukovych just two months before he fled to Russia in 
February 2014 amid bloody street protests. The protests were sparked by 
Yanukovych’s decision not to sign the Association Agreement with the 
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Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said on February 17 that the 
case will seek to recover the principal in full, $75 million of unpaid inter- 
est, and legal fees. 

Moscow declined to take part in a $15 billion restructuring that Ukraine 
negotiated with its other Eurobond holders last year. 
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США та ЄС мусять 
поховати Мінські 
угоди - експерт 
Інституту Маккейна 


(Голос Америки) -Мінські угоди себе вичерпали і Захід має 
відмовитись від такого формату врегулювання ситуації на сході 
України, переконаний колишній високопосадовець Державного 
департаменту США, екс-президент Freedom House, а нині експерт 
Інституту Маккейна Девід Креймер. Про це він сказав в коментарі 
«Голосу Америки». 

«На мій погляд, Сполучені Штати та Європейський Союз разом 
мусять поховати Мінські домовленості. Ситуація в Україні не по- 
винна бути відповідальністю України. Це має бути відповідальність 
Заходу», - наголосив Креймер. 

На його думку, Кремль має отримати однозначний сигнал про те, 
що санкції залишатимуться доти, доки не залишиться жодних ознак 
агресії i посягання з боку Росії щодо України. 

«Замість переговорів з Росією має бути видана проста декларація, 
в якій говориться, що санкції мають залишатися 1 навіть посилюва- 
тися доти, доки Росія не почне поважати український суверенітет та 
територіальну цілісність, поки не виведе свої війська та озброєння, і 
не поверне в Україну викрадених українців. Кордон має повернути- 
ся під контроль України», - сказав експерт Інституту Маккейна. 

Девід Креймер переконаний, що Російська Федерація - не та сто- 
рона, зякою можна проводити ефективні переговори згідно з норма- 
ми міжнародного права. 

«Hemae жодного сенсу вести переговори з Москвою. Москва 
навіть не визнає наявність російських військ в Україні, що, як ми 
знаємо - повна брехня. Ми повинні припинити витрачати наш час, 
намагаючись вести переговори про те, існування чого Росія навіть 
не визнає», - додав Девід Креймер. 


Екс-мера з Луганщини 
засудили за сепаратизм 


(Радіо Свобода). -В СБУ повідомляють про засудження колишньо- 
го міського голови міста Золоте Луганської області Володимира Ко- 
чевенка до двох років ув'язнення за звинуваченнями у сепаратизмі. 

«Згідно з частиною 2 статті 110 Кримінального кодексу України, 
екс-посадовець відповідав перед законом за організацію у місті 
11 травня 2014 року так званого «референдуму» щодо підтримки 
акту про створення «ЛНР», - мовиться у повідомленні СБУ, 
опублікованому 10 травня. 

«Під час окупації Золотого терористичними угрупованнями мер 
активно підтримував і впроваджував фейкові ідеї «руского міра». 
Після звільнення міста силами антитерористичної операції міський 
голова втік з Луганщини. Співробітники Служби безпеки України 
встановили місце перебування чиновника-сепаратиста та затрима- 
ли у Маріуполі в травні минулого року. У ході слідства було до- 
ведено вчинення міським головою Золотого злочину проти осно- 
ви національної безпеки держави - посягання на її територіальну 

цілісність | недоторканність», - зазначили в СБУ. 

У травні 2014 року сепаратисти підтримуваних Росією сепа- 
ратистських збройних угруповань «ДНР» та «ЛНР» провели на 
захопленій території так звані «референдуми» щодо «відокремлення 
від України», які ніхто не визнав. 

Бойові дії на Донбасі тривають від квітні 2014 року. За цей час, за 
даними ООН, там загинуло близько 10 тисяч людей. 

Україна і Захід звинувачують Росію у підтримці проросійських 
сепаратистів на Донбасі. Москва ці звинувачення відкидає, заявляю- 
чи, що на Донбасі немає російських військових, але є «добровольці». 


ЗМІ Росії поширили фейк 
про Надію Савченко 


(Радіо Свобода) -Цими днями російські ЗМІ і сайти, з посилан- 
ням на буцімто «пост Надії Савченко у Twitter, повідомляли, що 
Савченко збирається «вбивати русню». Однак, сестра Надії - Віра 
Савченко - повідомила, що Теліег-сторінка із постом, на яку посла- 
лись російські ЗМІ - фейкова. 

26 травня на сайті «Политнавигатор.ру» вийшла новина із заго- 
ловком: «Савченко після двох пляшок горілки пообіцяла «вбивати 
русню». 

До новини підкріпили скріншот із Twitter, де Надія Савченко 
буцімто повідомляє: «Можу заявити зараз тільки одне - я не залишу 
звички вбивати русню. Слава Україні!» 

Цю ж цитату поширили на сайті російського каналу «РЕН-ТВ», на 
сайті із назвою «Новороссня. Информационное агентство» й інших. 

Як повідомила на своїй сторінці у Facebook Віра Савченко, її се- 
стра Надія ніколи не створювала, не мала і не вела жодних акаунтів 
у жодних соцмережах. 

«€ guna її сторінка у їб створена мною i веду її поки що я», - за- 
значила Віра Савченко. 
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фшорний скандал: 
«Замовлення Кремля» чи 
непрозорість самого Порошенка? 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Офшорний скандал в Україні триває. Депута- 
ти пропрезидентської більшості звинувачують 
журналістів, які розслідували питання офшорів, 
пов'язаних із президентом України, в тому, що 
їхні інформатори є «людьми Кремля». Самі 
журналісти ці заяви спростовують. Тим часом у 
парламенті зареєстрували проект постанови про 
слідчу комісію щодо офшорів. Але самі ж депу- 
тати припускають, що вона не буде ефективною 
через відсутність профільного законодавства. 
Утім, економісти визнають, що в цій історії більше 
іміджевих втрат президента, ніж реальних пору- 
шень закону. 

У Верховній Раді зареєстрували постанову про 
утворення Тимчасової слідчої комісії з питань 
розслідування фактів використання офшорів по- 
садовцями України. У тексті постанови Ne4704 
йдеться, що TCK розслідуватиме передовсім 
питання офшорів, пов'язаних із президентом 
України Петром Порошенком та його оточенням. 
Серед її ініціаторів - «Радикальна партія Ляшка», 
«Батьківщина» і «Самопоміч». Але рядки, де мали 
б бути вказані прізвища членів ТСК від інших 
фракцій, наразі порожні. 

Депутати демократичних фракцій досягли 
попередніх домовленостей щодо ТСК, але цьому 
передували блокування трибуни та взаємні звину- 
вачення. 

І частина депутатів, і експерти припускають, що 
створення ТСК відтягуватиметься не один тиж- 
день. Але навіть якщо комісія запрацює, вона на- 
вряд чи буде ефективною, припустив у розмові з 
Радіо Свобода позафракційний депутат Дмитро 
Добродомов. Він аргументував свою точку зору. 

«Є ідея ТСК щодо офшорів, політичної корупції, 
зловживань уряду Яценюка тощо. Але перед 
цим має бути закон про слідчі комісії парламен- 
ту. Конституція передбачає наявність закону про 
TCK. Відповідний законопроект підписали пред- 
ставники всі, хто мав, для винесення в сесійну 
залу. Але він вже рік як лежить. Причина в тому, 
що він дає членам ТСК ширші повноваження, ніж 
є у звичайних депутатів. Так, зібрані ними факти — 
є доказами в суді. Без цього закону слідча комісія 
парламенту - порожній звук, і просто майданчик 
для піару. Був подібний закон у 2009 році, але че- 
рез півроку, коли у владі побачили, які можливості 
він дає депутатам, під надуманим приводом його 
скасував Конституційний суд. 

Депутатське розслідування щодо офшорів По- 
рошенка та політичної корупції у нинішніх умовах 
навряд чи буде ефективним ще й тому, що члени 
комісії не будуть незалежними від президента, 
зауважує Добродомов. 

«Зверніть увагу: фракція «БП» надала 
кандидатів. Мовляв, хочете розслідувати офшори 
- будь ласка! Але при цьому відхилили кандидату- 
ру Сергія Лещенка, який може працювати дійсно 
фахово. Результатами роботи комісії можуть 
зманіпулювати. Або заявити, що порушення закону 
немає, що тема офшорів - є замовною, що це були 
рішення керуючих компаній, в рамках підготовки 
до продажу, i далі - за темниками з Банкової», — 
прогнозує Добродомов. 

У ніч на 10 травня була відкрита для всіх охочих 
база даних із інформацією з так званих «Панамсь- 
ких документів». Її оприлюднив Міжнародний 
консорціум журналістів-розслідувачів. Там 
близько 600 прізвищ українських бізнесменів та 
посадовців, серед них - i чинний президент Пе- 
тро Порошенко. Українські журналісти почали 
аналізувати причетність до офшорів представників 
української влади. Розслідування щодо «офшорів 
Порошенка» робила i програма «Схеми». 

Напередодні «Громадське телебачення» 
повідомило про виведення через офшори, пов'язані 
з Порошенком, близько чотирьох мільйонів 
доларів, у період, коли на такі дії була тимчасова 
заборона в Україні. 

Народний депутат від «Блоку Петра Порошенка», 
КОЛІ й журналіст-розслідувач Володимир Ар'єв 
заявив. що юрист із Кіпру, яка коментувала слова про 
офшорні порушення президента України, - родом із 
Росії i має прокремлівські по : 

Говорячи про Елену Константіну, 
цю кіпрської юридичної фірми свого імені, де- 

путат написав у фейсбуні: «Сьогодні вона є 


власни- 


найсправжнісінькою | «ватницею». 
і переконаною. Докази нижче на 
фейсбуці». 

«Достатньо, щоб розуміти, | чия думка 
розганяється? Напевно, варто перевіряти не 
тільки факти, але і експертів, які їх коментують. 
Бо свідоме використання такої юристки виглядає 
вкрай підозрілим», - додав він. 

За його повідомленням, москвичка Єлєна 
Богородіцкая стала Еленою Константіну, коли ще 
в радянські часи виїхала за кордон і одружилася з 
кіпрським мільярдером. 

«Можна знову казати, що всюди шукаємо «руку 
Москви». Ок, але тут вона навіть не прихована. 
Рука, звісно. Повністю довіряти «експерту» з та- 
ким послужним списком може лише той, хто має 
особисту зацікавленість у виданні недостовірного 
матеріалу 3a | будь-яку | ціну. Ця особиста 
зацікавленість може полягати просто в особистій 
ненависті до об'єкту розслідувань. A це - погано 
впливає на об'єктивність підходу журналіста», - 
наголосив Ар'єв. 

Так він відреагував на розслідування проек- 
ту «Слідство.Інфо» «Громадського телебачення» 
щодо офшорів Петра Порошенка: в ньому Елена 
Константіну заявила, що, мовляв, фонд президен- 
та все-таки сплатив за купівлю акцій спорідненої 
фірми на Кіпрі готівкою. Таким чином, заявили 
українські журналісти з проекту «Слідство.Інфо», 
тим самим Порошенко нібито порушив заборону 
на виведення коштів із України за кордон. 

Співавтор | розслідування | Анна | Бабінець 
заперечує «російський слід» у публікації та у своїх 
джерелах інформації. 

«Юристка Елена Константіну нам ще раз 
підтвердила, що давно не живе в Росії, та не с її 
громадянкою. Чому депутати від «БИ» шука- 
ють в розслідуванні «російський слід»? Бо вони 
намагаються відкинути змістову частину нашого 
розслідування, в якій ідеться про виведення коштів 
з України, про платежі готівкою у той час, коли це 
було заборонено. Можливо, Порошенкові це до- 
зволили, можливо - він просто не питав дозволу. | 
наведені у розслідуванні факти наразі ніхто не зміг 
спростувати», - зазначила розслідувачка. 

Твердження журналістів про офшори Поро- 
шенка відразу спростувала кіпрська юридична 
фірма «Хрісостомідіс i Ko.», що безпосередньо 
працює з компаніями Порошенка, В її листі, який 
опублікувало видання «Економічна правда», юри- 
сти знову підтвердили, що ніякої грошової оплати 
не було. 

Заяву Константіну опублікували після того, як 
юристи, що працюють із компаніями Порошен- 
ка, вже спростовували попередні твердження про 
нібито виведення президентським фондом коштів 
за кордон, із якими виступали «Громадське теле- 
бачення» і «Слідство інфо». 

У діях компаній, які належать Порошенкові, та 
пов'язаних зними офшорів, імовірно, немає фактів 
виведення коштів за кордон в обхід українського 
законодавства, заявив у коментарі економічний та 
фінансовий експерт Андрій Блінов. За його сло- 
вами, тут ідеться скоріше не про злочини, а про 
іміджеві втрати президента, який в питаннях свого 
бізнесу виявився менш публічним, ніж очікували 
виборці. 

«Інформація не свідчить про виведення коштів, 
Робота з офшорами - це різні формати, і офшорні 
компанії не обов'язково створюють для продажу 
чи несплати податків в Україні. Часто це роблять 
для більшої зрозумілості структури українського 
бізнесу для західних партнерів. Чи був рух коштів 
на офшорах Порошенка? Юристи-радники ка- 
жуть, шо була операція на 1000 доларів, яка вияви- 
лася помилковою. Потім - була операція з акціями, 
але акції - без вказаної вартості, тому це важко 
трактувати як виведення коштів. З іншого боку - 
вся історія має неприємний політичний присмак», 
— зазначає Блінов. 

Економіст нагадує, що Петро Порошенко, 
обіймаючи посаду президента України, обіцяв бути 
зразком прозорості, однак компанії, зареєстровані 
в офшорах, не задекларував. Структури, створенні 
довкола бізнесу глави держави можна називати як 
завгодно, але це - He сліпий траст, бо потенційно 
власник може впливати на них 1 далі, зауважує 
аналітик. 


Глибокою 
її сторінці у 
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Crimea should be included in Minsk Agreement, Tatar leader says 


Cont. from P. 1 


the agreement and a number of 
Western leaders, including Can- 
adian Foreign Minister Stéphane 
Dien have recently made state- 
ments that link sanctions against 
Russia with compliance to the 
Minsk agreements. 

The Minsk agreements, how- 
ever, do not cover Crimea. 

When asked by Ukrainian News 
in April whether sanctions against 
Russia could be lifted in the hypo- 
thetical case Russia complied with 
the Minsk agreements, but still 
occupied Crimea, Global Affairs 
spokesperson Amy Mills replied: 

“We don’t comment on hypo- 
theticals; we stand for Ukraine’s 
territorial sovereignty, always.” 

During his visit to Ottawa, May 
16-19, Dzhemiley also met with 
Trudeau, Dion and Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Pamela Goldsmith-Jones. 

At these meetings, which were 
arranged by the Chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine -arliamentary 
Friendship Group (CUPFG) MP 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Liberal, 
Etobicoke-Centre), both the Prime 
Minister and the Foreign Minister 
reiterated to Dzhemiley that Can- 
ada does not, and will not, accept 
Russia’s military invasion and il- 
legal occupation of Ukrainian ter- 
ritory, including Crimea, and that 
Canada stands shoulder to shoulder 
with the indigenous Crimean Tatar 
people, according to a media re- 
lease from Wrzesnewskyj’s office. 

Wrzesnewskyj also hosted a 
dinner in honour of Dzhemiley at- 
tended by executive members of 
the CUPFG and members of the 
Diplomatic corps on May 18. 

Earlier that day, Dzhemiley ap- 
peared as a witness before the Sen- 
ate Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade, chaired by 
Senator Raynell Andreyehuk. 

Пе was accompanied Andriy 
Shevehenko, Ukraine’s Ambassa- 
dor to Canada. 

Dzhemiley described the griev- 
ous and worsening political, eco- 
nomic, social and cultural condi- 
tions in Crimea and Ukraine since 
the Russian annexation, particu- 
larly for minorities such as the Cri- 
mean Tatars. These developments 
include the manipulation and scar- 


Deputy Head of Mission Joern Roesenbe 
Chair MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, and Polish 


city of food, energy and electricity 
supplies to the peninsula. 

Crimean Tatars are also the tar- 
gets of disturbing crackdowns and 
human rights violations, including 
kidnappings, torture, and extra- 
judicial killings. Most recently, the 
Supreme Court of Crimea declared 
the Mejlis — the self-governing 
body of the Crimean Tatars — an 
extremist organization and banned 
it, thereby increasing the likelihood 
of further arrests and persecutions. 

Since the Russian annexation, 
Dzhemilev and other Tatar lead- 
ers have been barred from entering 
Crimea for five years. 

The witnesses described the dif- 
ficult living conditions of thou- 
sands of Crimean Tatars who fled 
the peninsula after 2014 and are 
currently finding shelter in regions 
of southern Ukraine. They also 
encouraged the international com- 
munity to apply a more concerted 
and determined effort to recognize 
the plight of the Crimean Tatars as 
a human rights violation as well as 
the need to respect the sovereignty 
of Ukraine. 

The hearing provided an oppor- 
tunity for the committee to affirm 
its ongoing interest in monitoring 
developments in Ukraine. 

The committee noted Dzhemi- 
lev’s personal sacrifice in advocat- 
ing for the human rights of Crimean 
Tatars and saluted his lifelong com- 
mitment to their plight. 

Dzhemilev was arrested six times 
for anti-Soviet activities between 
1966 and 1986, and served time in 
Soviet prisons and labour camps, or 
lived under surveillance. He is also 
remembered for going on the longest 
hunger strike in the history of human 
rights movements. The hunger strike 
lasted for 303 days, but he survived 
due to forced feeding. 

Later that day, the film “A Struggle 
for Home. The Crimean Tatars” was 
screened at the University of Ottawa. 
The screening was held within the 
framework of Ukrainian-Canadian 


Film Festival, under the auspices of 


the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Ottawa Branch, with the assistance 
of the Embassy of Ukraine in Can- 
ada and Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
at the University of Ottawa 

May 17 Wrzesnewskyj paid trib- 


ute to Dzhemilev in the House of 


Commons. 


. Mustafa Dzhe 


Embassy First Cot 


“Mr. Speaker, in 1783 Russia 
first occupied Crimea and so began 
a tragic history of 160 years of 
occupation and ethnic cleansings 
of the indigenous Crimean Tatar 
people. 

“On May 18th 1944 Stalin eth- 
nically cleansed all 240.000 Спі- 
mean Tatars to Central Asia. Over 
100,000 perished. Amongst the 
survivors was the legendary human 
rights activist Mustafa Dzhemilev 
who spent 18 brutal years in Soviet 
gulags for demanding the right of 
return for his people. 

“Two years ago Russia once again 
militarily invaded and annexed Cri- 
mea and Mustafa has once again 
been banned from returning to his 
ancestral homeland. Putin’s Crimean 
terror includes disappearances, tor- 
ture of detainees, and summary exe- 
cutions. Twenty thousand Crimean 
Tatars are now refugees. 

“May 18th commemorates the 
anniversary of the mass ethnic 
cleansing and genocide of Crimean 
Tatars, and on this date we wel- 
come the legendary Mejlis Leader 
Mustafa Dzhemilev to Ottawa. 

“Slava Krymskym Tataram. 

Later in the day, Dzhemiley 
joined a gathering of young human 
rights activists at the Centennial 
Flame on the grounds of Parlia- 
ment for a commemoration of 1944 
ethnic cleansing campaign against 
the Crimean Tatars by Soviet dicta- 
tor Joseph Stalin. 

Several parliamentarians, includ- 
ing Wrzesnewskyj paid tribute to 
Dzhemiley and the Crimean Tatar 
people at the commemoration. 

Wrzesnewskyj reiterated some of 
his earlier comments in the House, 
while Conservative James Bezan 
(Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman), who 
recently tabled Bill C-267, “Jus- 
tice for Victims of Corrupt Foreign 
Officials Act (Sergei Magnitsky 
Law),” which seeks to strengthen 
restrictive measures against for- 
eign nationals responsible for gross 
violations of internationally recog- 
nized human rights, stressed the 
need to take a strong stand against 
human rights abuses 

“When you look at how klepto- 
cratic regimes target ethnocultural 
and religious minorities, Canada 
must be a leader in standing up 
against human rights abuses,” he 
said. 


Mustafa Dzhemilev meeting with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, along 
with Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group (CUPFG) Chair 
Wrzesnewskyj and Ukrainian Ambassador Andriy Shevchenko. 


MP Borys 


Mustafa Dzhemiley in discussions with Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane 


Dion, right to left: CUPFG Chair 


Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Dion, CUPFG 


Vice Chair Terry Duguid, CUPFG Vice Chair Julie Dzerowicz, CUPFG 
Member Randy Boissonnault, Dzhemiley, and Ambassador Shevchenko. 


Mustafa Dzhemiley is interviewd by Ukrainian News Editor Marco Levytsky 


When Russia illegally annexed 
Crimea the first people they targeted 
were the Tatars and we have to tell 
(Russian President Vladimir) Putin 
to get out of Ukraine, said Bezan. 

Speaking for the New Democrat- 
ic Party, Linda Dunean (Edmon- 
ton-Strathcona) noted that earlier 
in the day she had the great honour 
to spend an hour with Dzhemilev. 

“It was a very touching hour. He 
is a very strong, a very dedicated 
leader and I admire that dedica- 
tion,” she said, adding that the 
message given to us as Canadians 
in that all the incursions onto the 
rights of the Tatar people have to 
come to an end. 

Dzhemilev noted that May 18 
marked the anniversary of the 1944 
deportation of the Tatars which has 
been labeled as a genocide by the 
Ukrainian Parliament and urged the 
Canadian Parliament to do the same. 

He added that Tatars were look- 
ing forward to the day when they 


ave an anniversary to cele- 
liberation of Crimea and 
ent of the territorial 


e rally, Ambassador 
enko invited participants 
I “Tamga’ — the 


May 18 Bezan paid tribute to 
Dzhemiley in the House. 

“Mr. Speaker, the legendary 
leader of the Crimean Tatars and 
Ukrainian MP, Mustafa Dzhemiley, 
is in Ottawa today to commemor- 
ate the 72nd anniversary of the 
forced deportation of indigenous 
Tatars from the Crimean Peninsula 
by Soviet leader Joseph Stalin. 

“More than 230,000 people were 
deported in 1944, and 100,000 
died. Now history is repeating it- 
self. Since the illegal occupation 
and annexation of Crimea by Rus- 
sia, President Putin’s thugs are tar- 
geting Tatars again. These corrupt 
Russian officials are abusing the 
rights of Tatars in Crimea. 

“First, they attacked their free- 
dom of religion and closed their 
mosques. Then they attacked their 
freedom of the press by shutting 
down their media. Next, the Krem- 
lin closed the Tatars’ Jegislature, 
the Mejlis, taking away their free- 
dom of assembly. 

“The Tatars are now labelled 
enemies of the state. Mr. Dzhemi- 
ley has again been forced into exile 

and his son imprisoned. Whether it 
takes five months or 50 years, Can- 
ada will always recognize Crimea 
as Ukrainian territory. Russia must 
get out of Ukraine.” 
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Відбувся Концерт української музики юних 


Марія Дитиняк, Член УМТА 

В п'ятницю 6-го травня 2016 р. в концер- 
товій залі Столлері Гол Альберта Коледж 
відбувся 12-ий Концерт української музики 
юних талантів організований Українським 
Музичним Товариством Альберти. Серед 
багатьох музичних проєктів діяльности 
товариства, ця імпреза заслуговує на ве- 
лику увагу, бо продумана щоби наші діти 
| молодь, які вивчають музику, мали нагоду 
запізнатися з творами українських компо- 
зиторів, красою української музики і вклю- 
чати ці твори у свій репертуар. Тому, під- 
час концерту лунає виключно українська 
музика, або музика чужих композиторів яка 
включає українську тематику. 

Імпрезу відкрила довголітна голова то- 
вариства Люба Бойко-Белл, коротко по- 
яснила діяльність товариства ї була теж 
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Виконавці Концерту української музики юних талантів 


ведучою програми концерту. В залі про- 
лунала музика різних жанрів, стилів, об- 
робки народних пісень, оригінальні твори 
композиторів, творчість слідуючих ком- 
позиторів: В. Безкоровайний, I. Беркович, 
A. Гнатишин, Б. Заревич, В. Зєнтарський, 
Е. П. Канасевич, Ж. Колодуб, В. Косен- 
ко, JI. Лепкий, І. Махлай, В. Мішалов, O. 
Онищук, JI. Пшик, Фабер, О. Тарнавська. 
Програму концерту відкрив ансамбль 
гітаристів (8 учнів) школи св. Матея, 
учителька-диритент Наталя Онищук. Слі- 
дував з'єднаний ансамбль бандуристів 
(15 учнів) "Бандуристи молодці! школи 
св. Тереси i бандуристи школи св. Марти- 
на, диригент д-р А. Горняткевич. Як зви- 
чайно серед виконавців найбільше було 
молодих піяністів, віком від початкуючих 
до 10 літ навчання, а це: Роман Бойко, Ро- 


ман Гладишевський, Лія Войцік, Дмитро 
Жовтуля, Марія Овчаренко, Стефан По- 
дільський, Вікторія Попович. Фортеніян- 
ні сольові виступи були переплетані грою 
на інших інструментах: бандура - Наталя 
Гансен, Симон Поясок; сопілка - Емма 
Британ; мандоліна - Софія Овчаренко. 
Всі виконавці були добре підготовлені, 
у вищих клясах цікаво було слухати добру 
інтерпретацію i глибоке розуміння ідеї по- 
одиноких творів. Треба згадади учителів, 
інструкторів, які зуміли заохотити своїх 
учнів до вивчення цікавої 1 гарної україн- 
ської музики, а це - Марія Дитиняк, Йосиф 
Фрідман, д-р Андрій Горняткевич, Наталя 
Онищук, Лаврентій Пшик i Ірина Тарнав- 
ська, що була також акомпаньяторкою до 
поодиноких творів. Гарно оформлена про- 
грамка концерту (ТГрина Тарнавська) по- 


талантів 


міщувала цікаві інформації про кожного 
композитора, якого твори виконували вико- 
навці. Ці інформації зібрали і упорядкували 
Галина Котович ї Люба Бойко-Белл. 

Дванадцять літ музичне товариство ор- 
ганізує ці концерти; цьогорічний концерт, 
як i минулі, був успішним. Всі виконав- 
ці з приємністю 1 завзятістю виконували 
твори українських композиторів, а батьки 
висловлювали свою подяку товариству за 
організування того типу імпрези, що вка- 
зує, що цей проєкт товариства має велику 
майбутність. 

Голова товариства Люба Бойко-Белл 
роздала кожному виконавцеві відповідні 
грамоти, подякувала їм за гарну гру, всім 
присутним за увагу і підтримку праці 
товариства і запросила всіх на майбутні 
наші прос KTH. 


У Парижі 


друзі України 1 УКУ 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

У самому центрі Парижа, в готелі 
Вестін-Вендом, що неподалік Лувра, 
минулими вихідними (21-22 травня) 
рясніли вишиванки, а його мешканці 
у Америки, Канади, Німеччини, Італії 
та інших країн за спільну мову мали 
українську. Вони приїхали, щоб долучитися 
10 благодійного вечора на підтримку 
Українського католицького університету у 
Львові та вшанувати пам'ять французької 
королеви родом із Києва - Анни Ярославни. 

Не проходить року, щоб Український 
католицький університет у Львові не 
збудував нового приміщення, бібліотеки, 
чи не відкрив нової програми. Університет 
росте, але для зростання потрібні гроші. 
Оскільки студенти покривають лише 20% 
витрат на навчання, то університет має 
постійно шукати жертводавців. Про те, 
чому цього разу, він шукав їх у Парижі, 
розповідає проректор УКУ з програмного 
розвитку Олег Турій. 

«Бенкет у Парижі є унікальний тому, 
що він проводиться у країні, де такий тип 
збирання коштів не дуже поширений, де є 
взагалі дуже мало інформації про Україну 
як таку, де релігійний аспект витісняють 
їз суспільного простору. Тобто в усіх 
відношеннях проведення бенкету було 
певним викликом для нас, але з іншого 
боку, ми вирішили скористатися з того, 
що наш президент і засновник нашого 
університету владика Борис Гудзяк тепер 
є єпископом у Франції. Він намагається 
оновити життя єпархії, зробити її життя 
динамічним та цікавим не лише для 
українців, але ії для ширшої спільноти, 
для Франції, для Європи, Тому цей бенкет 
був для нас певною пробою того, чи ми, як 


зібралися 


університет, уже здатні прийти з певними 
думками та ідеями в те середовище, де 
нас не дуже чекають, і де для тих ідей, які 
ми пропагуємо, не завжди є сприятливі 
умови. | я би сказав, що у цьому сенсі ми 
задоволені», - говорить Олег Турій. 

Успішною акцію вважають в університеті 
i з фінансової точки зору, адже за словами 
циректора департаменту з розвитку Ольги 
Зарічинської, вдалося зібрати 120 тисяч 
євро i гроші на 15 стипендій. Щоправда, 
найбільшими жертводавцями поки що 
стали українці з України. 

«Найбільша сума, яка була заявлена 
щодо підтримки, - це 2 мільйони гривень, 
це близько 70 тисяч євро, від Сергія 
Тарути. Це перша його така фінансова 
підтримка. Родина Іванчиків із фондом 
«Повір у себе» також заснували стипендії. 
Вони товший час підтримують 
університет, і студентські стипендії, і 


вже 


професорів на півмільйона гривень, щоб 
підтримати наукову діяльність професорів, 
їхні дослідження, участь у конференціях», 
-товорить Ольга Зарічинська. 

Вона додає, що уніве 


форми п 


ситет цінує всі 


птримки, оскільки для нього 
важливо сформувати навколо себе громаду 
однодумців. Також 


Микола Kt 


Всі BoE 
у неділю відбувся Дені 
королеви Франції. На думку ще одног 


Друзі Українського католицького університету 


цього свята, архієпископа Харківського i Європі, яка переживала після розвалу 


ральної 


Полтавського Української авток 


ці по 


Ісіченка, 


і вновий спосіб відкривають 


сраїнців, 


до 
останніх 


досвідові, але 
спільних джерел європейської культури», 
— говорить владика Ігор. 


прочитав у 
Гліб 
єпархії 
Української греко-католицької церкви, 1 
яка стала новим центром культурного 1 
релігійного життя українців у Франції. 


Римської імперії процеси в чомусь подібні 


тих, що ми переживаємо протягом 


десятиліть. Анна Ярославна 


принесла сюди той ві зантійський досвід, 
який не протистояв західному, латинському 


був імпульсом до пізнання 


Кк 


Ширшу лекцію про «Інтелектуальний 


простір навколо Анни Київської», він 


старовинній церкві Бориса і 
у нещодавно викупила Паризька 
святого Володимира Великого 


а. 


— Ха 
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All the student artists who have their artwork on display in our Visitor Centre gallery until September 5. 


Ukrainian Village opens new feature exhibit 


(UCHV)—May 23 “Where We Came 
From” opened as the newest feature exhibit 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, 
an outdoor living history museum located 25 
minutes east of Edmonton. 

“Where We Came From” features 51 
pieces of student artwork depicting the 
family history for ordinary Alberta families. 
It touches on topics from a family’s immi- 
gration journey to Canada to family and cul- 
tural identity in a new land. This collection 
of children’s artwork provides a unique in- 
sight into their perception of the world and, 
in this case, their understanding of the past. 
The judges were impressed not only with the 
226 entries of student artwork, but also by 


their thoughtful descriptions that accompan- 
ied the images. In many cases, the simple 
phrases captured the spirit and perseverance 
of immigrants who had left their old world 
behind to start a new life in Canada. 

As Ukrainian communities across Can- 
ada commemorate the 125th anniversary of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada in 2016, it 
is important for the youngest generation of 
Ukrainian-A lbertans to seek a better under- 
standing and appreciation for their own 
family’s history. This contest was created 
as a way to engage our community in shar- 
ing their stories with visitors to the Ukrain- 
ian Cultural Heritage Village. Through this 
contest, we give a voice to one of our largest 


audiences — students - as they help us tell 
the story of where we came from. For adult 
audiences, this artwork will examine com- 
plex stories of the past through the lens of 
a child who, in many cases, is today several 
generations removed from those ancestors 
who made this immigration journey. 

In fall 2015, Alberta students aged 18 
years or younger were invited to share their 
family history through a piece of artwork. 
Submissions were grouped according to age 
groups and the top submissions from each 
category were selected to form the founda- 
tion for this art exhibit. This art contest ap- 
proach was based on a successful model em- 
ployed by International Education Services 


Branch of Alberta Education. 

“Where We Came From” will be on dis- 
play in the Visitor Centre until September 
5. In the summer of 2017, the Village will 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canadian 
Confederation by highlighting stories and 
experiences of all Alberta families. Submis- 
sions are now being accepted for the 2017 
Where We Came From art contest. More in- 
formation is available at www.ukrainianvil- 
lage.ca (under School Programs page). 

Operated by Alberta Culture and Tour- 
ism, the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 
is located 25 minutes east of Edmonton on 
Highway 16. Starting May 21, it is open 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily through to September 5. 


Savchenko — Ukraine’s new Hope 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—So after holding 
her in captivity for 708 days, the 
Kremlin has finally released its 
most famous hostage. 

And as a result, Ukraine might 
have gained something it has 
long lacked — and badly needs: 
a political figure with clear and 
unambiguous moral authority; 
someone unsullied by the past and 
uncompromised by the corruption 
of the current elite; someone who 
took herself to the brink of death 
for the sake of Ukraine and who 
flipped the bird at Vladimir Putin’s 
Kangaroo court. 

Nadia (Ukrainian for Hope, 
ed.) Savchenko could — and | 
Stress could — just turn out to be 
Ukraine’s Vaclav Havel: or its Lech 
Walesa; or its Nelson Mandela. 

She returns home a hero at a time 
when Ukrainians are deeply disillu- 
Sioned with their post-Euromaidan 
leaders, frustrated by the slow pace 
of reform, and angry about the per- 
Sistent stalling in the battle against 
corruption. 

Ukraine’s vibrant civil society 
has long been light years ahead of 
its political class — even its pro- 
Wester political class — some- 
thing that has become increasingly 
visible over the past two years. 

As somebody who has suffered 


and persevered for the sake of 


their goals, Savchenko could now 
become a powerful lodestone for 
Uknaine’s frustrated reformers. 


She will also pose a moral chal- 
lenge to the political elite — from 
President Petro Poroshenko on 
down — to live up to the promise 
of the Euromaidan revolution. 

And she has a platform. 

While in Russian captivity, Sav- 
chenko was elected to the Ukrain- 
ian parliament and is also a mem- 
ber of the Council of Europe’s Par- 
liamentary Assembly. 

Russian officials are clearly 
aware of — and nervous about — 
Savchenko’s potential. 

Federation Council speaker Val- 
entina Matviyenko accused the 
Ukrainian authorities of conducting 
“a campaign to present Savchenko 
as a national hero.” 

But at the same time, speculation 
is rampant that Moscow also hopes 
to benefit from releasing her. 

Savchenko’s release comes just 
days after Vladimir Putin held a 
conference call with Poroshenko, 
German Chancellor Angela Mer- 
kel, and French President Francois 
Hollande — and just weeks before 
European leaders decide whether 
to extend sanctions against Russia. 

Savchenko was just the most high- 
profile example of Moscow’s recent 
habit of hostage taking, of snatching 
foreign citizens from their home- 
lands and forcing them to endure 
ridiculous show trials in Russia. 

That list includes Estonian law 
enforcement officer Eston Kohver, 
who has been released, as well as 
Ukrainian film director Oleh Sent- 


sov and activist Oleksandr Kol- 
chenko, who have not. 

It also includes dozens of Ukrain- 
ians Kyiv says are being illegally 
imprisoned in Russia — many of 
them residents of the forcefully 
annexed Crimean Peninsula who 
have remained loyal to Kyiv. 

For those released, the pattern is 
similar: the abduction, the trans- 
parently absurd charges and cover 
story, the show trial, and finally the 
exchange for Russians who have 
committed actual crimes. 

Kohver was charged with espion- 
age after being kidnapped on Es- 
tonian territory while investigating 
a smuggling ring run by Russian 
organized-crime groups. He was 
exchanged for Aleksei Dressen, 
who was imprisoned in Estonia in 
2012 after being convicted on char- 
ges of spying for Moscow. 

Savchenko, of course, was ab- 
ducted by pro-Moscow separatists 
in easter Ukraine and charged 
with complicity in the deaths of 
two journalists who had been killed 
while she was already in captivity. 

She was exchanged for Aleksandr 
Aleksandroy and Yevgeny Yero- 
feyev, two Russian intelligence of- 
ficers convicted of attacking Ukrain- 
ian forces and fomenting armed re- 
bellion in the Donbas. And possibly 
— we'll see in the coming weeks — 
for an end to EU sanctions. 

It’s a pattern that is bound to re- 
peat itself as long as the Kremlin 
keeps getting away with it. 


Ukraine commemorates 
Crimean Tatars’ deportation 


(RFE/RL)--Ukraine on May 18 commemorated the victims of Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin’s mass deportation of Tatars from Crimea in 1944, 

A minute of silence was observed across the country at noon -- except 
in Crimea, where Russia-backed authorities have banned annual com- 
memorations of the deportation after Moscow illegally annexed the pen- 
insula in March 2014. 

“On this important day, as always, we stand together with our brother- 
ly Crimean Tatar people, share our common pain, and bow our heads 
to commemorate the victims,’ Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
wrote on Facebook. 

In November 2015, the Ukrainian parliament approved the bill recog- 
nizing May 18 as the Day of Commemoration of Victims of the Crimean 
Tatars’ Genocide. 

In Crimea’s capital, Simferopol, unknown individuals splashed purple 
paint on Stalin’s commemoration plaque on May 18. 

Starting on May 18, 1944, some 200,000 Crimean Tatars were put on 
trains -- most of them in the space of just two days -- and sent to Central 
Asia. Thousands are believed to have died during the journey. 


Gorbachev banned from Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)--The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) has imposed a ban 
against former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev that forbids him from 
entering Ukraine for five years. 

SBU spokeswoman Olena Hitlyanska confirmed the ban in an inter- 
view with Interfax on May 26, saying Gorbachey is not allowed to enter 
Ukraine for the next five years “in the interest of national security.” 

According to Hitlyanska, the decision was made in response to Gorba- 
chev’s recent public statements in support of Moscow’s occupation and 
illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 2014. 

In a recent interview with London’s Sunday Times newspaper, the 
85-year-old Gorbachev said he supported the annexation, and that the 
hastily organized and internationally criticized referendum in Crimea 
represented “the free will of the people and most in Crimea.” 

Gorbachev said he would have acted the same way оп the issue as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin if he had found himself in a similar situation. 

Gorbachev on May 26 declined to comment on the ban. 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)--European Union leaders say they sanctions 
against Russia over its actions in Ukraine to be renewed in July. 

“The heads of state and governments had required that the sanctions 
be lifted when the Minsk agreement is fully implemented.” EU foreign- 
policy chief Federica Mogherini said in an interview published on May 
19 by Germany’s Die Welt newspaper. “But, that’s something that we 
haven’t achieved yet.” 

And, on May 26 EU Council President Donald Tusk said he is “quite 
sure” that the bloc will renew its economic sanctions against Russia 
over its actions in Ukraine “in the next two or three weeks without huge 
discussions.” 

“I want to state clearly that our stance vis-a-vis Russia, including eco- 
nomic sanctions, will remain unchanged as long as the Minsk agree- 
ments are not fully implemented,” Tusk added. 

There have been calls on the EU to drop the measures, with French 
lawmakers adopting a nonbinding resolution last month calling for a 
lifting of the sanctions targeting Russia’s oil, defense, and banking sec- 
tors. 

The Minsk deal signed in February 2015 has helped reduce fighting 
between Ukrainian government forces and Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine, but sporadic clashes have continued. The conflict has 
killed more than 9,300 people since April 2014. 

In an interview released on May 26, German Foreign Minister Frank- 
Walter Steinmeier said the EU was facing difficult talks on extending 
the measures due to the resistance of some member states 

“Tt will be more difficult than it was last year to find a common pos- 
ition on this issue,” Steinmeier told the Baltic News Service. 

The EU sanctions, which were adopted in 2014 in response to Rus- 
sia’s occupation and illegal annexation of Crimea and its support for 
pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine, are due to expire at the end of 
July. 

The Minsk deal signed in February 2015 has helped reduce fighting 
between Ukrainian government forces and Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine, but sporadic clashes have continued. 

The conflict has killed more than 9,300 people since April 2014. 


G7 countries agree to 
extend Russia sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—British Prime Minister David Cameron says the leaders 
of the Group of Seven (G7) economic powers have agreed that sanctions 
imposed against Russia over its actions in Ukraine must be extended 
next month. 

“The G7 has agreed on the vital importance of sanctions rollover in 
June,” Cameron said on May 27 after the group’s two-day summit in 
Japan, “Ukraine is the victim of Russian-backed aggression. We must 
never forget that fact.” 

The EU, the United States, and other countries have adopted sanc- 
tions against Russia in response to its forcible annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea Peninsula in March 2014 and its support for separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 

In their final statement, the leaders of the United States, Canada, Brit- 
ain, Italy, Germany, France, and Japan warned that they “stand ready to 
take further restrictive measures” against Russia if Moscow fails to meet 
its commitments under the Minsk agreements aimed at putting an end to 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

In response, the Kremlin said the extension of sanctions against Russia 
would have a negative effect on the global economy. 

The Minsk deal signed in February 2015 has helped reduce fighting 
between government forces and separatists but sporadic clashes have 
continued. 

The conflict has killed more than 9,300 people since April 2014. 


Russia, Putin named in 
MH17 compensation claim 


(RFE/RL)--A law firm in Australia has filed a compensation claim 
against Russia and President Vladimir Putin on behalf of victims of Ma- 
laysian Airlines flight MH17, shot down in 2014. 

Reports on May 21 said 33 next of kin were named in the claim filed 
by the law firm LHD Lawyers in the European Court of Human Rights 
on May 9. It seeks $10 million in compensation per passenger. 

The jetliner crashed in Ukraine in Russia-backed separatist-held ter- 
ritory on July 17, 2014, killing all 298 people on board. including 28 
Australians. 

The aircraft, flying from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, was shot down 
by a Russian-made surface-to-air missile, the Dutch Safety Board con- 
cluded in its final report late last year. The board was not empowered to 
address questions of responsibility. 

Fighting was raging in eastem Ukraine between Russian-backed sep- 
aratists and Ukrainian government forces when the aircraft was downed 
and many Westem experts and governments blamed the rebels. 

“So far we don’t have [such information]” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskoy told the Interfax news agency when asked to comment on reports 
of the compensation claim. 
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"BU leaders see Russia |‘I will never return to Donetsk’ 
sanctions being extended! Conflict reduces one woman’s life to rubble 


(RFE/RL)}—Former Donetsk 
| resident Nadia Zaslavska spoke 
to Dmitry Volchek from КЕЕ/КІ 5 
Russian Service about why the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine drove 
her from the city even though she 
had spent many happy years living 
there. 

I was born in the Dnipropetrovsk 
region but I spent more than 30 
years in Donetsk. І built my house 
there with my own hands. It was 
a spacious house, with two stories 
and big French windows. It was a 
dream house. The war reduced it to 
a pile of rubble. 

When the Euromaidan  [pro- 
democracy protests] began in late 
2013, I traveled to Kyiv to witness 
it. Г was happy this was finally hap- 
pening in our country. I know who 
Viktor Yanukovych, our ousted 
president, is because I’m from the 
Donetsk region, too. I was against 
his election, I never voted for him. 
Г always knew it would end badly. 

Unfortunately, І was the only per- 
son on my street with this opinion. 
People started walking around the 
city brandishing Russian flags and 
shouting “Russia!” Then Ukrainian 
television was shut off. The only 
channel we had access to was run 
by the DNR [Russia-backed sep- 
aratists in Ukraine’s Donetsk re- 
gion]. 

There were numerous drug ad- 
dicts in our city before the war. 
Many of them joined the DNR 
army. A friend of mine once 
bumped into a former schoolmate. 
a junkie who had enrolled with the 
separatists. This drug addict told 
my friend: “Now I feel like some- 
one, because | know that | have 
power.” 

All my life 1 spoke Ukrainian 
with my parents. I’ve always loved 
my native language. But at some 
point my mother and І became 
afraid of speaking in Ukrainian, we 
started whispering to each other. 
All our neighbors supported the 
separatists, they believed that Rus- 
sia would come and rescue them. 

We had a wonderful airport, it 
was close to my house. When the 
war [between Kyiv’s forces and 
the separatists] began, I initially 
thought that it was just a bluff, 
that it wasn’t real. At first the city 
of Slovyansk was captured, and 
we thought it would end with that. 
Then llovaisk, a town near Don- 
etsk, was taken. Then Peski, which 
is also close by. Soon enough, we 


found ourselves at the heart of 


events — terrible, bloody events. 

The windows were shattered 
and riddled with bullets, as though 
someone had walked around with a 
Kalashnikov and shot repeatedly... 

I had a friend in my neighbor- 
hood, she also had a beautiful 
house. It was shelled right from the 
beginning. She was the only friend 
I had who shared my belief that all 
this was a nightmare through and 
through. She was struck by a round 
of shelling as she tried to retrieve 
some belongings from her bum- 
ing house. She died. Her car is still 
parked in my street, a reminder of 
her life. 

When the war started, a check- 
point was set up on a bridge next 
to my home. This meant our area 
became a target and was frequently 
hit by artillery fire. The mayor of 
Donetsk announced that we had all 
been wamed of the danger and that 
our Street had been evacuated. In 
reality. no one had told us anything. 

One айег the other, our neighbors 
left and I ended up alone with my 


Nadia Zaslavska now lives in Kyiv and says she will never go back to 
Donetsk, which was her home for more than three decades. 


ecely mother. We had two dogs, 
two cats, and other pets left in our 
care by neighbors, so we stayed. 
There was no gas, no electricity, 
no running water. We survived in 
these conditions for four months. 

One day I was carrying two big 
bowls of food for the neighbors’ 
dogs when a jeep drove past in the 
street. One of the men inside, who 
appeared to be from the North Cau- 
casus, took out his Kalashnikoy 
assault rifle and aimed it right at 
my face. I dropped the bowls and 
scrambled over a fence; I was ter- 
rified. The men laughed. Whenever 
I walked past the checkpoint on the 
bridge, I could also hear the sound 
of guns being reloaded right behind 
me. These men were just interested 
in watching the reactions of ordin- 
ary citizens. They all looked like 
alcoholics and junkies. 

We fled the city at night, between 
3 a.m. and 4 a.m. This was the time 
when the shooting usually lulled. 
My mother and I took one dog with 
us and ran to the train station. We 
caught the last train to Dniprope- 
trovsk. The controllers let us in 
with the dog and didn’t ask for any 
tickets. 

In Dnipropetroysk, we found 
refuge in an empty shed on the 
steppe. Several days later we re- 
ceived a phone call from acquaint- 
ances in Donetsk who told us that 
our house had been shelled. І found 
my way back to Donetsk to inspect 
the damage. But shells started fall- 
ing — it’s a miracle I even made 
it to my street. There were tanks 
and armored personnel carriers 
parked outside my house, or what 
remained of it. I entered through 
the back yard. The windows were 
shattered and riddled with bullets, 
as though someone had walked 
around with a Kalashnikov and 
shot repeatedly at my windows. I 
took shelter in a basement in which 
we used to store food. 

I heard the men talking outside. 


They had distinet Russian accents, 
and they were standing in my yard, 
arguing about shoot-outs and tar- 
gets. I caught a glimpse of their 
Russian uniform and of the Russian 
flags sewn on it. They chatted about 
how beautiful eastern Ukraine was, 
how fertile the soil was, how good 
it would be to settle down here. It’s 
hard for me to express the horror | 
felt. I bear witness to this, despite 
all the assertions that Russia was 
not involved in the fighting. 

I sat in the basement for one day 
and one night. This is where I re- 
corded a message on my phone for 
my daughter [in the United States]: 

“Not at any price do I want to 
stay here.... This is our land, and 
these monsters want to destroy 
it. There’s never enough land for 
them. It’s big, it’s beautiful, and 
they are killing it. Daughter, wher- 
ever you live, you must be proud of 
having been born in this country, in 
our dear, long-suffering Ukraine.” 

The following night I escaped 
my shelter and ran to the train sta- 
tion, where I found a vehicle that 
took me to Dnipropetroysk. 

All this would never have hap- 
pened if Russia had left us in peace. 
We had a wonderful city, almost 
European. We would have been 
able to weather the crisis. There 
would have been no war without 
Russia, I’m sure of that. 

Now I live in Kyiv and І will 
never go back to Donetsk. 

My house was destroyed. My 
pets were shot dead and left to rot 
on the pavement, like all the other 
cats and dogs in our street, The 
homes of my pro-Russian neigh- 
bors were destroyed too, by the 
way. No one was spared. 

The residents who opposed the 
separatists have almost all fled. 
Many of those who stayed behind 
are too sick or too frail to travel. 
The others continue to believe that 
Russia will one day provide them 
with a beautiful, happy life. 


Ukraine renames third-largest city 


(RFE/RL)--The Ukrainian parliament has voted to change the name of 
the country’s third-largest city from Dnipropetrovsk to Dnipro. 

Lawmakers voted 247-97 on May 19 for renaming the eastern city of 
more than 1 million residents as part of a decommunization campaign. 

The city was originally known as Katerynoslay. It was named as 
Dnipropetroysk in 1926 after the Dnipro River and Ukraine’s Soviet 
Communist Party leader Hryhorty Petrovskiy. 

Under legislation adopted in May 2015, the communist government 
that ruled between 1917 and 1991 is condemned as a criminal regime. 

Its symbols and propaganda are banned -- a measure that requires the 
removal of all communist monuments not related to World War II and 
renaming public places and landmarks bearing Soviet names. 

The legislation applies the same treatment to the Nazi German regime, 
which occupied and controlled much of Ukraine during World War II. 
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Kawulych, Eric Fincham, Lynnien Pawluk, Nataliya Bezborodova, Kateryna Kod celebrate Kule Folklore 
Centre 15th Anniversary at Academic event. Missing: Steven Brese 


Kule Folklore Centre 
celebrates 15th anniversary 


(KuFC)--On Friday, May 13th, 
the staff and students from Kule 
Folklore Centre at the University 
of Alberta celebrated the Centre’s 
[Sth Anniversary with many of 
its stakeholders and community 
friends. 

The event, at the Old Timer’s 
Cabin in Edmonton, showcased the 
growth the Kule Folklore Centre, 
as well as the Bohdan Medwidsky 
Ukrainian Folklore Archives, has 
made in the last 15 years through 
its ground breaking research in 
Ukrainian and Canadian folklore 
studies; support for 50+ MA and 
PhD Folklore graduate student 
through scholarships and awards; 
growing Archives which houses 
multiple Ukrainian and Ukrainian 
Canadian collections; and lectures, 
publications and numerous exhib- 
its that have travelled nationally 
and internationally promoting the 
work of this Centre. 

The event honored many donors 
of the Centre — over 890 — includ- 
ing the man who started the Folk- 
lore program in the early 1980s - 
Dr. Bohdan Medwidsky, Peter and 
Doris Kule, the Huculak family, the 
Kuryliw family, and the Kawulych 
family; and launched its 125th An- 
niversary of Ukrainians in Canada 
exhibit “Making a New Home”. 


This exhibit, created by Andriy Na- 
hachewsky, Maryna Chernyavska, 
Larisa Cheladyn and Lynnien 
Pawluk, is the sister exhibit to the 
120th Anniversary display “Jour- 
ney to Canada” which focused on 
the journey Ukrainian pioneers 
made from Ukraine to Canadian 
prairies in the late 19th — early 20th 
century. These two exhibits will 
be sent to museums, festivals and 
events throughout Canada this an- 
niversary year. 

The celebration also gave the op- 
portunity for the Centre to show- 
case the work Archivist Maryna 
Chernyavska and the Kule Folk- 
lore Centre Director, Andriy Na- 
hachewsky have done to arrange, 
describe and make available many 
of the archival collections that can 
be accessed by researchers and 
the general public. A new archival 
database was launched and is avail- 
able at http://archives.ukrfolk.ca. It 
is continuously updated and soon 
will become the main point of ac- 
numerous collections at 
the Archives. Andriy and Maryna 
also presented the Sluzar Music 
Score Collection database, a col- 
lection of 1600 sheet music items 
and scores donated by Dr. Roman 
Sluzar. Dr. Sluzar’s father, Rever- 
end Wolodymyr Sluzar arranged a 


cess to 


Ukraine cuts key interest 
rate for second month 


(RFE/RL)--Ukraine’s central bank has trimmed its benchmark interest 
rate, citing a “steady disinflation trend,” or a slowdown in inflation. 

The National Bank of Ukraine announced on May 26 that the key 
policy rate was cut to 18 percent from 19 percent. 

The rate was cut from 22 percent to 19 percent in April. 

“The disinflation was defined by weak domestic consumer d 


tight monetary policy, and an appreciation of the hnyvn 


recent months,” the bank said in a 
In the first quarter of this yee 
a “modest” 0.1 percent from a y 
weaker recovery in domestic d 
The bank kept its 2016 
prices rose 9.8 percent б 


21 percent the previous month. 


variety of Ukrainian music pieces 
for choral presentations — classical, 
liturgical and folk — and this music 
is available online to researchers, 
performers and choirs who wish to 
view or use the arrangements. 

The celebration also allowed 

staff, friends and family to honour 
the Centre’s first Director, Dr. An- 
driy Nahachewsky, Huculak Chair 
in Ukrainian Culture and Ethnog- 
raphy for his vision and fostering 
of the Centre to make it what it is 
today. Dr. Nahachewsky has been 
the Director for 15 years and will 
pass his directorship on to a new 
candidate at the end of June 2016. 
As many of the people who at- 
tended the celebration noted, Dr. 
Nahachewsky has left his mark 
on the Centre and will indeed be 
missed. He will be going on sab- 
batical and will return in the fall of 
2017 in his professorial role with 
MLCS. 
Each attendee of the event was pre- 
sented with a beautiful 15th Anni- 
versary Book to commemorate the 
work of the Kule Folklore Centre. 

The Kule Folklore Centre also 
hosted an internal University event 
held on April 22, 2016 at Alumni 
House to celebrate its 15th An- 
niversary. A variety of academics 
including Lise Gotell, Acting Dean 
of Arts; Lesley Cormack, Dean of 
Arts; Michael O’Driscoll, Associ- 
ate Dean, Research, Faculty of Arts 
and several of our local donors 
viewed our exhibit and the Sluzar 
Music Score Collection and re- 
ceived the commemorate anniver- 
sary book. 

The University of Alberta in Ed- 
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Date set for Canada- 
Ukraine Business 


Forum 2016 


(UkrNews)—The Canada Ukraine Business Forum will be held on 
June 20-21 in Toronto, at the Toronto Congress Centre, reports the Em- 
bassy of Ukraine in Canada. 

It is co-sponsored by the Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade of Ukraine and Global Affairs Canada, in partnership with the 
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce and the Conference Board of 
Canada. 

“The Forum will provide a unique opportunity to meet key Ukrainian 
and Canadian political and business leaders. It will be the platform for 
discussing the opportunities that will be brought by the Canada-Ukraine 
Free Trade Agreement,” says the Embassy in a media release 

An important delegation of senior government officials and business 
leaders from Ukraine will take part in the Forum, which will focus on 
four key sectors: 

* Information and Communications Technologies (ІСТ) 

¢ Agriculture and Food 

¢ Infrastructure and Logistics 

» Energy Efficiency and Renewables 

The Forum will be held within the framework of the Canada-Ukraine 
Trade and Investment Support project (CUTIS). This is a five year pro- 
ject sponsored by the Government of Canada to increase trade and in- 
vestment between the countries. The project is being implemented by the 
Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce and the Conference Board of 
Canada. 


U.S. to move forward 
with $1 billion loan 
guarantee for Ukraine - 


(RFE/RL)--U.S. Vice President Joe Biden has told Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko that the United States will move forward with a third 
loan guarantee agreement to support reforms against corruption. 

The United States promised the third $1 billion loan guarantee in Моу- 
ember but made it contingent on progress in Ukraine on reforming the 
economy and fighting corruption. 

The White House said on May 13 that Biden spoke by phone with 
Poroshenko and welcomed “an important first step to bringing much 
needed reform” with the appointment of a new prosecutor-general in 
Ukraine. 

Ukrainian lawmakers on May 12 appointed Yuriy Lutsenko, a close 
ally of Poroshenko, to the position. 

Biden also spoke with Ukraine’s new Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Hroysman, who pledged to maintain the momentum of reform with a 
focus on fulfilling commitments to the International Monetary Fund, the 
White House said. 

The IMF recently signaled that it too may soon move forward with its 
$17.5 billion loan program for Ukraine, which was suspended during the 
political crisis in Kyiv. 
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SYZOKRYLI | СНЕВЕМОЗН 


UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE | | AINIAN DANCE COMPANY 
New York City М У | Едтопіоп 


Friday, June 24 Saturday, June 25 
2016 - 7pm 2016 - 7pm 


Edmonton Saskatoon 


Jubilee Auditorium TCU Place 


Tickets at ticketmaster а Artistic Directors > Tickets at TCU Place Box Office 
ticketmaster.ca - 1.855.985.5000 У Я : tcutickets.ca - 306.975.7777 
Orlando Pagan 


Mykola Kanevets Guest Performance by 
Paviychenko Є Yevshan 
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